BOTTINEAU COUNTY
COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
August 5, 2025
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Buynak.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Nathaniel Buynak; Vice-Chairman, Ben Tonneson; Commissioners, Lance Kjelshus, Andy Pederson, Rod Hiatt; and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.
Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the amended agenda with the additions of Lordsburg Township, Rolette County Historical Society, and Wagner Land Project by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson.  Motion carried.  
Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from June 30, 2025 and July 1, 2025 by Tonneson, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.
Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.  
Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	EFT
	IRS - FICA (7/31)
	75836.78
	EFT
	IRS - Federal Income Tax 
	49617.11

	EFT 
	ND State Income Tax 
	1913.00
	EFT
	NDPERS 
	68283.25

	EFT
	NDPERS
	2652.98
	EFT
	NDPERS 
	2652.98

	EFT 
	NDPHIT/BCBS-ND
	141926.20
	EFT
	NDPHIT - Met Life 
	2315.11

	52122
	AFLAC
	4291.64
	52123
	AFLAC DENTAL 
	2,893.77

	52124
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	2,235.83
	52125
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	823.34

	52126
	Minnesota Child Support Payment
	723.60
	52127
	ND Child Support Division
	802.00

	52128
	ND Fraternal Order of Police
	27.00
	52129
	New York Life Insurance
	54.64

	52130
	The Standard Insurance Co
	494.04
	52131
	UNUM Life Ins
	344.00

	52132
	Amanda Lorenz 
	106.40
	52133
	Bank of ND
	10000.00

	52134
	Bank of ND 
	32000.00
	52135
	Brenden Klebe 
	188.72

	52136
	Christopher Bailey 
	51.00
	52137
	Darwin Peterson 
	63.00

	52138
	David Berge 
	23.80
	52139
	Erin Berentson
	260.40

	52140
	Lyle Gravseth 
	42.00
	52141
	Melonie Bowers 
	679.00

	52142
	Ottertail Power Co
	6425.58
	52143
	Paul Johnson 
	8.40

	52144
	Penguin Management 
	2,280.00
	52145
	Renville County Auditor 
	1,890.88

	52146
	Ritch Gimbel 
	692.12
	52147
	Stephanie Hardy 
	373.80

	52148
	Terry Volk 
	16.80
	52149
	Turtle Mountain Communications
	2,474.27

	52161
	Advanced Business Methods (8/8)
	63.49
	52162
	Allstates Pavement Recycling & 
	423,025.64

	52163
	Anderson Welding LLC
	25.00
	52164
	Andrew S. Marquart
	378.00

	52165
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	10.00
	52166
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	28,000.00

	52167
	Applied Concepts 
	92.50
	52168
	Auto Value 
	299.59

	52169
	B & M laundry Service
	359.48
	52170
	Balco Uniform Co. Inc
	1315.23

	52171
	Bee Line Service
	465.00
	52172
	Beth Reitan
	373.00

	52173
	Border Ag & Energy
	1,473.39
	52174
	Border Ag & Energy
	1,734.09

	52175
	Border Ag & Energy
	283.53
	52176
	Bottineau County Road Dept.
	140.00

	52177
	Bottineau County Road Dept.
	4,950.00
	52178
	Bottineau County Road Dept.
	3,300.00

	52179
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating
	373.90
	52180
	Butler Machinery Co.
	7,523.70

	52181
	Cenex Fleet Fueling
	472.40
	52182
	Charm-Tex, Inc
	69.60

	52183
	Circle Sanitation Inc 
	70.50
	52184
	City of Antler
	107.00

	52185
	City of Bottineau 
	679.61
	52186
	City of Willow City 
	564.00

	52187
	Cole Papers 
	533.98
	52188
	Courant 
	874.39

	52189
	Creekside Bar N Grill 
	1,948.05
	52190
	Dakota Fire Extinguishers
	59.36

	52191
	Dallman Services 
	2,900.00
	52192
	Don Nelson
	330.00

	52193
	Drive Chevrolet
	949.66
	52194
	Electric Solutions
	6,242.50

	52195
	Farden Construction Inc
	18,075.00
	52196
	Farden Construction Inc
	9,826.90

	52197
	Farden Construction Inc
	68,111.50
	52198
	Farmers Union Oil WC
	3,069.96

	52199
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	773.94
	52200
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	17,072.83

	52201
	Fireside Office Solutions
	119.79
	52202
	Gooseneck Implement
	5,189.84

	52203
	Information Technology Dept
	5,144.45
	52204
	J.B. Express 
	305.00

	52205
	Johnson Controls 
	1,549.75
	52206
	Jordan Law Office 
	3,915.00

	52207
	Lawson Products Inc. 
	337.54
	52208
	Linde Gas & Equipment
	1,642.32

	52209
	Midcontinent
	143.55
	52210
	Mikkelson Aggregates 
	482.00

	52211
	Mikkelson Aggregates 
	8,242.00
	52212
	Mikkelson Aggregates 
	13,525.00

	52213
	Mom's Sealcoat & Trucking 
	208,553.59
	52214
	Motive Technologies 
	12,252.00

	52215
	Myers Parts of Bottineau 
	18.99
	52216
	ND Association of Counties
	63.00

	52217
	ND Game and Fish
	8,046.74
	52218
	ND Association of Counties
	120.00

	52219
	NDSU Extension 
	11,391.51
	52220
	Nelson Repair 
	276.00

	52221
	North Central Electric Coop
	1,102.24
	52222
	North Dakota One Call 
	18.00

	52223
	Nutrien Ag Solutions 
	570.00
	52224
	O'Keefe Oil
	5,289.53

	52225
	Office of the Adjutant General
	480.00
	52226
	OK Tire Store 
	518.32

	52227
	Parkland USA Corp 
	822.24
	1140
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	1,607.32

	52228
	ProIT LLC
	5,786.24
	52229
	Quadient Finance USA
	2,500.00

	52231
	Runnings Supply Inc
	3,567.64
	52232
	Sign Solutions USA LLC 
	400.82

	52233
	SMP Health - St Andrews
	18.00
	52234
	SMP Health - St Andrews
	23,792.02

	52235
	SMP Health - St Andrews
	242.00
	52236
	Source One Supply
	440.44

	52237
	Souris River Telephone
	597.80
	52238
	Spectrum
	40.00

	52240
	State Treasurer
	65.40
	52241
	State Treasurer
	1,140.78

	52242
	Stryker Sales LLC
	2,024.00
	52243
	Inmate Meals 
	472.00

	52244
	Take 5
	250.00
	52245
	Terry Volk 
	1,166.70

	52246
	Terry Volk 
	1,413.30
	52247
	TNT Towing & Recovery LLC 
	359.00

	52248
	Tritech Software Systems
	406.97
	52249
	True North Steele 
	8,678.12

	52250
	Tyler Technologies 
	1,470.00
	52251
	Verizon Wireless
	40.02

	52252
	Western Dakota Energy Assoc
	4,750.00
	52253
	Wold Engineering
	18,769.81

	52254
	Wold Engineering
	24,106.81
	52300
	Boom Concrete, Inc. (8/11)
	14,180.25

	EFT
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer (8/15)
	3,933.98
	EFT 
	Creative Planning Services
	825.51

	EFT 
	ProIT LLC
	2,629.99
	EFT 
	State Treasurer
	701.29

	EFT 
	Verizon Wireless 
	1,850.41
	EFT 
	JP Morgan 
	23037.93

	52301
	Baker & Taylor (8/15)
	489.41
	52302
	Kellers Briteway
	90.00

	52303
	Midwest Tape 
	310.47
	52304
	ND State Library
	15.00

	52305
	People Magazine 
	260.00
	
	Payroll (8/29)
	347936.51

	
	Total
	1812864.50
	
	
	



The August bills were reviewed, and a motion was made to pay the August bills by Tonneson, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    
New Business:
Ryan Ackerman, Souris River Joint Board, met with the board to update them on the 2025 projects.  
Commissioner Tonneson updated the board on the applicants and interviews that were held for the Recorder position on July 28th.  The interview board recommends that Stephanie Hardy be appointed to the Recorder position on October 1, 2025.  A motion was made to appoint Stephanie Hardy to the recorder position per the recommendation of the interview board by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the county projects:

•	Project BRC-0520 (058) – Kramer Bridge. Seth updated the board on the project.  The paving is going to take place after they complete the City of Bottineau paving project.   
•	Project CP-0500(025)-Bottineau County Bituminous Chip Seal.  Kent updated the board on the projects.  The project has been completed; Kent submitted an estimate in the amount of $208,553.59 from Morriss Sealcoat and Trucking Inc.  A motion was made to pay $208,553.59 to Morris Sealcoat and Trucking Inc. by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson.  Roll call vote Hiatt yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Tonneson yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.  
•	Project CP-0527(025) – Landa Road Cement Stabilization. Allstates Pavement Recycling & Stabilization, the project was completed on August 1, 2025.  Kent submitted an estimate for payment in the amount of $423,025.64 for Allstate Pavement Recycling & Stabilization.  A motion was made to pay $423,025.64 to Allstates by Tonneson, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote Buynak yes, Tonneson yes, Pederson yes, Kjelshus yes, Hiatt yes.  Motion carried.      
[bookmark: _Hlk205210467]•	Project BRJ-0005(061)-Renville Corner 2 box culverts-Seth updated the board on the project.  Farden will be starting the site 1 by northeast Mohall on Friday, August 8, 2025.  Site 2 southwest of Renville corner project will start in September 2025.    
•	Project SC-0500(022) Gardena to Bottineau paving-2026 construction.  Kent presented the board with an engineer’s cost estimate.  The project will be bid through the Department of Transportation on November 14, 2025.  
Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities.  Discussion was held about the application for the September, 2nd, 2025 Garrison Diversion grant and if the board had any suggestions for the grant funds.  Ritch discussed that Roland Township would like to place a storage container on county property at Lake Metigoshe.  It was the consensus of the board to allow the storage container on the Bottineau County property at Lake Metigoshe.  Ritch updated the board on the TAP funding for the bike path from Sawmill corner to highland road.  Lake Metigoshe Improvement Association will contribute to the cost share for this project.        

Discussion was held about the current speed limit around Lake Metigoshe.  In attendance for the discussion was Kent Indvik, Wold Engineering, Ritch Gimbel, Road Supervisor, and Darol Bonebrake, resident at Lake Metigoshe.  Discussion was held about lowering the speed limit from the current speed of 40 mph to 30 mph.   

Commissioner Hiatt discussed Lordsburg Township roads.  

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an activity update for the Sheriff’s Department.  Sheriff Tofteland discussed with the board about adding a K9 unit to the force.

Emily presented special event permits for the A Frame to transfer their license to Annie’s House at the Bottineau Winter Park.  A motion was made to accept the special event permits for the A Frame by Pederson, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried. 

Department Heads – Chairman Buynak gave an update on the commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activities.  

Andy Brown, Gene Siercks, and Mitch Bethke, Turtle Mountain Pickle Ball, discussed the fence located at the pickle ball court at Lake Metigoshe.  The land that the pickleball court is located on is owned by the county.  It is the consensus of the board to allow the Turtle Mountain Pickleball to proceed with the fence no more than 18 inches from the existing cement and maintain 24 feet or more clearance between the basketball court and the pickle ball courts.  

Seymour Jordan, State’s Attorney, updated the board on his office activity. 

Discussion was held about the 2026 budget.  The budget hearing is scheduled for October 7, 2025 at 10:00 am to be held at the Bottineau County Courthouse in the Commissioner Room.

The Public comment was held at 12:00 pm.  

Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, submitted an abatement for the City of Westhope.  Ashley attended via phone to discuss the abatement with the board.  A motion was made to approve the abatement for the City of Westhope by Pederson, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried.      

Commissioner Hiatt discussed the Rolette County Historical Society with a letter of support from Bottineau County Commissioner.  A motion was made to send a letter of support for the restoration of the barn by Hiatt, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 

Discussion was held about the windows within the Courthouse.  Joe called via phone for an updated price listing and timeframe when the windows would be installed.  

Commissioner Hiatt updated the board on the Wagner land/project.     


[bookmark: _Hlk205295119]Discussion was held about the years of service.  A motion was made to clarify verbiage for the compensation of the full and part time employees with benefits for their years of service after one year of employment and employed through the first working day in December with the county to be paid in December payroll of each year if deemed appropriate by the commission by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Hiatt yes, Kjelshus abstain, Pederson yes, Tonneson yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.  

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 2:10p.m. by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.

________________
Nathaniel Buynak, Chairman
________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor

