BOTTINEAU COUNTY
COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
December 2, 2025
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Buynak.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Nathaniel Buynak; Vice-Chairman, Ben Tonneson; Commissioners, Lance Kjelshus, Rod Hiatt; and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.  Absent, Commissioner Andy Pederson.
Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda of by Tonneson, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  
Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from November 4, 2025 by Tonneson, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.
Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson.  Motion carried.  
Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	

	52678
	Baker & Taylor (11/17)
	144.19
	52679
	Cengage Learning Inc.
	191.95
	

	52680
	Junior Library Guild 
	3,554.89
	52681
	Keller's Briteway 
	180.00
	

	52682
	Midwest Tape 
	763.31
	52683
	Mouse River Journal 
	44.00
	

	EFT 
	IRS-FICA
	64,212.32
	EFT 
	IRS - Federal Income Tax
	37,894.96
	

	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	65,507.97
	EFT
	NDPERS 
	2,210.00
	

	EFT 
	NDPHIT
	138,947.45
	EFT
	NDPHIT
	2,095.12
	

	EFT
	ND State Income Tax 
	1,013.00
	52684
	AFLAC 
	4,234.51
	

	52685
	AFLAC DENTAL
	2,964.95
	52686
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	2,035.83
	

	52687
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	823.34
	52688
	Minnesota Child Support Payment
	603.00
	

	52689
	ND Child Support Division
	802.00
	52690
	ND Fraternal Order of Police
	66.00
	

	52691
	New York Life Insurance
	54.64
	52692
	The Standard Insurance Co
	429.20
	

	52693
	UNUM Life Ins
	341.65
	52694
	Bank of ND
	10,000.00
	

	52695
	Bank of ND 
	32,000.00
	52696
	Ottertail Power Co
	6,140.59
	

	52697
	Renville County Auditor 
	2,848.18
	52698
	Turtle Mountain Communications
	1,648.10
	

	52723
	Advanced Business Methods 12/5
	73.02
	52724
	Andrew S Marquardt 
	720.00
	

	52725
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	62.40
	52726
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	16,319.09
	

	52727
	ATCO International
	755.20
	52728
	Auto Value Bottineau 
	84.98
	

	52729
	B & M Laundry Service
	331.40
	52730
	Ben Tonneson 
	210.00
	

	52731
	Beth Reitan 
	418.50
	52732
	Beth Reitan 
	427.50
	

	52733
	Bonnell Industries Inc
	955.16
	52734
	Border Ag & Energy
	2,007.04
	

	52735
	Border Ag & Energy
	1,562.89
	52736
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	806.65
	

	52737
	Bruce Abernathey
	10.00
	52738
	Butler Machinery Co.
	5,459.18
	

	52739
	Cenex Fleet Fueling
	516.08
	52740
	Circle Sanitation Inc 
	70.50
	

	52741
	City of Antler 
	107.00
	52742
	City of Bottineau 
	755.55
	

	52743
	City of Maxbass 
	176.00
	52744
	City of Newburg 
	38.00
	

	52745
	CNA Surety 
	115.00
	52746
	Cole Papers Inc. 
	393.55
	

	52747
	Courant 
	459.04
	52748
	Courant 
	285.04
	

	52749
	Craig Holland 
	20.00
	52750
	D&L Storage 
	340.00
	

	52751
	Darwin Peterson
	63.00
	52752
	David Berge
	23.80
	

	52753
	Donny Haas
	120.00
	52754
	Drive Chevrolet 
	51.44
	

	52755
	Electric Solutions 
	7,667.25
	52756
	Erin Berentson
	84.00
	

	52757
	Ethan Pelligrini 
	30.00
	52758
	Farden Construction Inc
	280.00
	

	52759
	Farmers Union Oil WC
	3,358.61
	52760
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	8,655.90
	

	52761
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	608.13
	52762
	Gooseneck Implement
	1,492.96
	

	52764
	Information Technology Dept
	5,144.45
	52765
	James Condit 
	120.00
	

	52766
	JB Express 
	535.00
	52767
	Johnson Controls 
	6,275.00
	

	52768
	Keith Larocque 
	10.00
	52769
	Kristy Titus 
	326.60
	

	52770
	Lawson Products Inc.
	162.60
	52771
	Lemay Trucking
	930.00
	

	52772
	Linde Gas & Equipment 
	49.31
	52773
	Lyle Gravseth 
	42.00
	

	52774
	Mayo Construction Co
	10,620.32
	52775
	Nathaniel Buynak
	1,232.00
	

	52776
	ND Association of Counties
	1,283.00
	52777
	ND Dept of Environmental Quality 
	315.00
	

	52778
	NDSAA 
	400.00
	52779
	Newman Signs, Inc. 
	2,088.68
	

	52780
	North Central Electric Coop
	769.40
	52781
	Norway Steakhouse 
	640.00
	

	52782
	Nutrien Ag Solutions 
	1,775.50
	52783
	O'Keefe Oil 
	8,510.54
	

	52784
	Office of the State Auditor 
	35,000.00
	52786
	Patrick Monson 
	3,348.00
	

	52787
	Paul Johnson 
	8.40
	52788
	Pete Nielsen 
	3,000.00
	

	52789
	Pro It LLC
	5,857.50
	52790
	Pro It LLC
	4,813.00
	

	52791
	Quadient Finance USA
	2,500.00
	52792
	Quadient Leasing USA 
	1,632.06
	

	52793
	Renville County Farmer 
	125.00
	52794
	Rice Signs LLC 
	141.68
	

	52795
	Running Supply Inc.
	1,515.73
	52796
	Scott Moen 
	120.00
	

	52797
	SMP Health - St Andrews
	19.00
	52798
	Souris River Telephone 
	581.44
	

	52799
	State Treasurer
	347.18
	52800
	Streich Trucking 
	300.00
	

	52801
	Subway of Bottineau 
	1,488.00
	52802
	Swanston Equipment Corp
	137.53
	

	52803
	Tanya Wieler 
	2,500.00
	52804
	Terry Volk 
	16.80
	

	52805
	Terry Volk 
	1,388.30
	52806
	The Standard LLC 
	256.50
	

	52807
	Tim Condit 
	30.00
	52808
	Traffic Logix Corp.
	1,200.00
	

	52809
	Tyler Technologies 
	2,037.50
	52810
	Underground Vaults & Storage 
	534.60
	

	52811
	Verizon 
	40.02
	52812
	Western Agency 
	218.00
	

	52813
	Westlie Truck Center 
	585.52
	52814
	WOLD Engineering 
	955.83
	

	52815
	WOLD Engineering 
	17,936.25
	52818
	Cengage Learning Inc.
	380.90
	

	52819
	Gumdrop Books 
	3,063.50
	52820
	Keller's Briteway 
	90.00
	

	52821
	Midwest Tape 
	175.42
	EFT 
	Ann Monson, County Treasurer 
	1,134.98
	

	EFT 
	Creative Planning Payroll Services 
	1,176.98
	EFT 
	Verizon Wireless 
	1,890.17
	

	EFT 
	JP Morgan Chase Bank 
	13,370.25
	
	Total
	588,810.45
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The December bills were reviewed, and a motion was made to pay the December bills by Tonneson, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    
Emily asked for nominations for the Chairman of the County Commissioners for 2026.  A motion was made to appoint Commissioner Tonneson to Chairman by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Motion made to cease nominations by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Votes on nominations took place and the motion to appoint carried.  Chairman asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman for 2026 and a motion was made to appoint Commissioner Hiatt Vice-Chairman by Tonneson, second by Kjelshus.  Votes on nominations took place and the motion to appoint carried. 
New Business:
Brianna Blue, Northern Prairie Human Service Zone Director, met with the board to discuss the appointment for the Northern Prairie Human Service Zone board.  Brainna asked the board to re-appoint Ben Tonneson to the Northern Prairie Human Service Zone for a 3-year term.  A motion was made to re-appoint Commissioner Tonneson to the NPHSZ board by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
A motion was made to renew the 2026 beer and liquor licenses for the following establishments–
	-Sawmill Corner Stop
	-LT’s Dockside Bar & Grill Inc.
	-Four Season’s Resort, Inc.
	-Loreez A-Frame Bar & Grill
	-Sundowner’s
	-Gifts by the Lake
	-Bottineau Country Club
	-Westhope Country Club
	-The Renville Corner, Inc.
	-Mohall Country Club, Inc.

by Tonneson, second by Hiatt. Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried. 
Discussion was held about the department head portfolios for 2026.  Portfolios have been will remain the same for 2026 Emily will update the list and send to all employees.
The year-end meeting date was set for December 17th, 2025 at 9:00 am.

Emily presented the 2026 primary and general election polling locations for Bottineau County to the board.  A motion was made to have polling locations at the Lansford Community Hall, Gateway Motel in Westhope and the Bottineau County Courthouse by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.       

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the county projects:

•	SRF-0005(067)-Carbury Dam Road-Kent presented the board with the final estimate from Mayo Construction in the amount of $10,620.32.  A motion was made to pay the final estimate in the amount of $10,620.32 to Mayo Construction by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote Tonneson Yes, Hiatt Yes, Buynak Yes, Kjelshus Yes.  Motion carried.  

•	SC-0500(022)-Gardena Road Paving-Kent updated the board on the project.  The project was bid through the Department of Transportation on November 14, 2025 for 2026 construction.  Kent notified the board that Mayo Construction received the low bid at $2,109,680.35.  Emily presented the board with the Resolution from The Department of Transportation.  A motion was made to sign the Resolution from the Department of Transportation in the amount of $2,109,680.35 by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote Kjelshus Yes, Hiatt Yes, Buynak Yes, Tonneson Yes.  Motion carried.
•	SB-FTF-TAC-4-043(009)008-ND 43 from Lake Loop Road to Highland Road-Kent updated the board on bid opening that was held on November 14th through the Department of Transportation.  Kent notified the board that Mayo Construction received the low bid at $700,179.05.  Emily presented the board with the Resolution from The Department of Transportation.  A motion was made to sign the Resolution from the Department of Transportation in the amount of $700,179.05 by Hiatt, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Kjelshus Yes, Hiatt Yes, Buynak Yes, Tonneson Yes.  Motion carried. 
•	Project BRJ-005(061)-Site 2-South of Renville Corner-Seth updated the board on the box culvert assembly.  
Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities.  A motion was made to sign the contract for the Special Road Funding with Roland Township for construction of the Dockside Road and Birchwood Road with Bottineau County as the sponsor by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  Ritch discussed the Highway Safety Improvement Program grant with the board; he will submit the application for County Road 28B and a pedestrian crossing sign located near Goshe mini golf at Lake Metigoshe.  The Transportation Alternative Program funding is open and Ritch will submit an application 2029 for repairs to the bike trail at Lake Metigoshe.  The radar signs have been installed at Lake Metigoshe, once data is received Ritch will update the board.     

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an activity update for the Sheriff’s Department.     

9:30am-Public Comment

A motion was made to re-appoint Joe Kjelshus to the Boundary Creek Water Resource District for a three-year term; Cliff Issendorf to the Bottineau County Water Resource District board for a three-year term per the recommendation of the Bottineau County Water Resource District; and Danny Bullinger to the Oak Creek Water Board for a three-year term, by Hiatt, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.   

Emily presented the board with sealed bids for Lot 25 and 29 Replat of Lots 1-17 of the Preserve the E 102’ of Lots 7 thru 9 Blk 3 White’s 2nd ADD in the City of Bottineau, Lots 11 and 12 Blk 3 City of Overly, and Lot 1 Lot 2 less E 35” Blk 2 Thomas’s Add City of Willow City.  A motion was made to accept the highest bids for the properties by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.      

Dustin Miller from ProIT met with the board to discuss the 2026 contract for providing technical services for the County.  Dustin also gave an explanation on the quote provided for monthly services to the County. A motion was made to accept the 2026 contract and the quote to replace a switch from ProIT by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt. Roll call vote Tonneson yes, Hiatt yes, Kjelshus yes, and Buynak yes.  Motion carried.  
 
[bookmark: _Hlk215581386]Discussion was held about the December Gross Production Tax.  A motion was made to place $100,000 Gross Production Tax into the Certificate fund by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

Department Heads – Chairman Tonneson gave an update on the commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activities.  Discussion was held about Bottineau County Personnel Policy 413 and if the board would allow for a carryover of annual leave that was not utilized within the year.  It was the consensus of the board decided to follow policy and not allow a carryover of annual leave for employees.   

Commissioner Buynak updated the board on the CRISI grant. 

Seymour Jordan, State’s Attorney, met with the board to discuss his office activity.  

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 a.m. by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.

________________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman
________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor

