BOTTINEAU COUNTY
 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
October 6, 2026
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 am by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson, Vice-Chairman Rod Hiatt, Commissioners Lance Kjelshus, Nathaniel Buynak, Andy Pederson, and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.  

Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  

Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from September 1 and September 15, 2026, by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Pederson, second by Kjelshus.  Motion carried.  

Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	54084
	AFLAC (9/30)
	6,033.54
	54085
	AFLAC DENTAL 
	3,634.94

	54086
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	945.12
	54087
	Messerli & Kramer, P.A. 
	1,170.71

	54088
	Minnesota Child Support 
	603.00
	54089
	ND Child Support Division 
	802.00

	54090
	ND Fraternal Order of Police 
	33.00
	54091
	New York Life Insurance 
	54.64

	54092
	The Standard Life Insurance Co.
	382.56
	54093
	UNUM Life Insurance Co 
	366.05

	54094
	Ottertail Power Company 
	5,141.57
	54095
	Quadient Finance USA 
	2,500.00

	54096
	Renville County Auditor 
	3,575.82
	54097
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	1,679.79

	54098
	Western Asphalt 
	12,683.60
	EFT 
	Ameriflex 
	2,234.16

	EFT
	IRS-FICA
	72,865.16
	EFT 
	IRS-Federal Income Tax Withholding
	43,232.98

	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	72,175.22
	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	2,410.00

	EFT 
	NDPHIT/MetLife 
	2,337.90
	EFT 
	NDPHIT/BCBS-ND 
	150,565.61

	EFT 
	ND State Income Tax 
	1,174.00
	54099
	3D Specialties (10/9)
	11,900.00

	54100
	701 Builders 
	98.81
	54101
	Advanced Business Methods 
	80.66

	54102
	All Season's Water Users District 
	4,794.30
	54103
	Anderson Welding 
	525.70

	54104
	Ann Monson, Co. Treasurer 
	15.00
	54105
	Auto Value Bottineau 
	156.73

	54106
	B&M Laundry Service 
	662.80
	54107
	Balco Uniform Co Inc. 
	574.52

	54108
	Border Ag & Energy 
	2,185.86
	54109
	Border Ag & Energy 
	278.63

	54110
	Border Ag & Energy 
	860.83
	54111
	Bottineau Clinic Pharmacy 
	140.56

	54112
	Bottineau Clinic Pharmacy 
	71.66
	54113
	BCAS (Bottineau Co Ag Society)
	200.00

	54114
	Bottineau Co Road Dept.
	1,238.00
	54115
	Bottineau Lumber 
	177.60

	54116
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	485.00
	54117
	Butler Machinery 
	13,746.08

	54118
	Cenex Fleet Fueling 
	919.47
	54119
	Circle Sanitation, Inc. 
	337.50

	54120
	City of Antler 
	109.00
	54121
	City of Bottineau 
	988.14

	54122
	City of Maxbass 
	88.00
	54123
	City of Newburg 
	76.00

	54124
	Cole Papers 
	465.79
	54125
	Dakota Agronomy Partners 
	500.00

	54126
	DMC Wear Parts
	18,365.00
	54127
	DRIVE Chevrolet 
	103.37

	54128
	Election Systems Software 
	6,504.76
	54129
	Electric Solutions 
	1,791.05

	54130
	Envision Cooperative 
	73.02
	54131
	Farden Construction 
	21,078.20

	54132
	Fargo Glass & Paint Co.
	916.00
	54133
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	38,319.83

	54134
	First District Health Unit 
	129.70
	54135
	Fireside Office Solutions 
	4,593.36

	54136
	Fireside Office Solutions 
	103.89
	54137
	First National Bank & Trust 
	300.00

	54138
	Good Samaritan Society 
	2,296.15
	54139
	Haylee Senger 
	121.60

	54140
	Information Technology Department 
	6,423.22
	54141
	JB Express 
	221.00

	54142
	Job Service North Dakota 
	4,083.90
	54143
	Johnson Controls 
	15,398.10

	54144
	Jordan Law Office 
	18,108.00
	54145
	Katie Henry 
	167.52

	54146
	Kevin Allard Construction 
	606.31
	54147
	Kiesler Police Supply 
	381.18

	54148
	Kristy Titus 
	582.16
	54149
	Lawson Products, Inc. 
	1,195.71

	54150
	LeMay Trucking Inc.
	1,627.50
	54151
	Linde Gas & Equipment 
	51.05

	54152
	Loon Lake Services 
	14,495.00
	54153
	Mayo Construction Co. Inc. 
	240,125.06

	54154
	Mayo Construction Company 
	7,289.43
	54155
	Melonie Bowers 
	277.40

	54156
	Michael Vandal 
	9.12
	54157
	Midcontinent Communications 
	205.83

	54158
	Midwest Special Services 
	4,870.95
	54159
	Mikkelsen Aggregates 
	41,539.80

	54160
	Monson's Collision & Customs 
	8,254.68
	54161
	Monson's Collision & Customs 
	617.50

	54162
	Motorola Solutions, Inc. 
	30,854.00
	54163
	Nelson Repair 
	202.50

	54164
	Newman Traffic Signs
	63.19
	54165
	Normont Equipment 
	239.35

	54166
	North Central Electric Coop.
	939.37
	54167
	Northern Plains Equipment 
	2,423.77

	54168
	Northwest Tires 
	820.00
	54169
	Nutrien Ag Solutions 
	9,730.00

	54170
	O'Keefe Oil 
	128,800.63
	54171
	OK Tire Store 
	539.68

	54172
	Parkland USA Corp DBA Farstad Oil 
	821.74
	54173
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	815.68

	54174
	Pro IT LLC 
	6,129.60
	54175
	Pro Tech Integrations dba Security Plus 
	880.00

	54176
	R&D Electric, Inc. 
	2,352.99
	54177
	Reliance Telephone 
	370.00

	54178
	Rice Signs LLC 
	854.61
	54179
	Rodney Peterson
	72.96

	54180
	Running Supply Inc. 
	756.37
	54181
	Sign Solutions 
	13,387.46

	54182
	SMP Health - St. Andrews 
	692.00
	54183
	Souris River Telephone 
	502.80

	54184
	State Treasurer 
	748.55
	54185
	Stephanie Hardy 
	190.00

	54186
	Swanston Equipment 
	2,000.00
	54187
	Tanya Wieler 
	1,250.00

	54188
	Taylor Print Impressions 
	128.30
	54189
	TNT Towing & Recovery 
	1,597.00

	54190
	True North Chiropractic 
	125.00
	54191
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	295.96

	54192
	Tyler Business Forms 
	442.53
	54194
	Tyler Technologies 
	120.00

	54195
	Tyler Technologies 
	319.13
	54196
	Underground Vaults & Storage 
	550.44

	54197
	United States Treasury 
	0.42
	54198
	US Records Midwest LLC 
	376.56

	54199
	Vanguard Appraisals 
	13,275.00
	54200
	Verizon Wireless 
	55.02

	54201
	Western Asphalt 
	3,600.00
	54202
	Western Dakota Energy Assoc.
	4,500.00

	54203
	Widmer Roel 
	4,500.00
	54204
	Wold Engineering 
	15,877.74

	EFT 
	Ameriflex (10/15)
	2,234.16
	EFT 
	Creative Planning Services 
	948.19

	EFT 
	JP Morgan 
	20,566.59
	
	Payroll
	  377,870.30 

	
	Total
	1,543,323.95
	
	
	




The October bills were reviewed and a motion was made to pay the October bills by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

New Business:

Emily presented the board with a raffle from SMP Health Center for the Nourish U event to be held at Lake Metigoshe.  A motion was made to approve the raffle permit for SMP Health Center by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.   

Discussion was held about the Gross Production Tax. 

Emily discussed with the board a letter that was received from the North Dakota State Fair asking the board to appoint a delegate from Bottineau County.  A motion was made to appoint Brenden Klebe, NDSU Extension Agent, as the 2026 delegate for Bottineau County by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Discussion was held about the November meeting date.  Due to the election being held on the first Tuesday, the November meeting will be held on November 5th, 2026 at 7:30am.    

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the County projects:

· Project SC-0500 (022)-Gardena Road Paving-Kent updated the board on the project. The project has been completed.

· SRF-0005(073)-Paving of Birchwood and Dockside Spur Roads at Lake Metigoshe-Kent updated the board on the project and presented a Contractor’s Estimate in the amount of $7,289.43, for permanent stripping. A motion was made to pay the contractor’s estimate from Mayo Construction in the amount of $7,289.43 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Tonneson yes, Hiatt yes, Pederson yes, Kjelshus yes, and Buynak yes.  Motion carried.  

· Project BRJ-0005(062)-RBC South-East of Maxbass-Structure Removal & Replacement-Seth updated the board on the project.  Wold Engineering and Wagner Construction had a pre-construction job on September 29, 2026.  Wagner Construction is set to begin this project the first week in October. 

Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities Ritch discussed the 2027 project for the road department.  Ritch discussed a building that Roland Township would like to place on the VFW park property, north of the Pickle Ball Park, the county could utilize it at no cost to the county since Roland Township is utilizing county property.  Ritch updated the board on the new co Collins Bridge consultants, that will be inspecting the bridges within Bottineau County.  Rumble strips have been updated on County Road 27B south.  Ritch discussed the Overly Road and his concerns with only proceeding with mastic and chip seal, he discussed a micro-grind with micro-surface for structural strength.  Ritch discussed the CMC route miles in Bottineau County.  Discussion was held about the 7 miles of CMC on Highway 28 that will be taken away and taking those 7 miles and turning the 9 miles of the White Spur Road to a CMC route. Ritch will submit a request to Department of Transportation for 3 proposed CMC routes.  It was the consensus of the board to move forward with the proposals.     

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an update on the Sheriff’s Department.  The jail hired a new dispatch and correction officer; he notified the board that the sheriff’s department is fully staffed.  The jail had its 2026 jail inspection; Jeremy updated the board on the inspection.  He notified the board that in the future he may have to hire more staff per the inspection recommendation.  The jail will be closed for the next 2 weeks so the Correction Officers can attend training.  Jail will re-open on the 19th of October.  Jeremy discussed the Motive contract for July of 2026 through June of 2027.  He will discuss with Seymour as to what the next steps are in getting the jail out of the contract with Motive.           

9:30 am Excess Property Sale- A motion was made to open the bids for excess property by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  A motion was made to accept the highest bids except for number 1 through 10 excluding number 1 and number 8 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  A motion was made to accept the highest bids for 11 through 20 excluding number 12 by Hiatt, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
10:00 am – 2027 Budget Hearing – A motion was made to open the hearing by Buynak, second by Pederson. Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 

Department Head meeting—Chairman Tonneson gave an update on the commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activity.  Miranda Brandt, Clerk of Court, discussed with the board that she will be moving forward with the Court Facilities Improvement Grant, the application is due December 31st, 2026.   
   
Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, met with the board to discuss the abatement that was received from Elysian Township.  The abatement was submitted due to the taxpayer failing to have the Farm residence exception in before the deadline, therefore the taxpayer requested an abatement for the 2026 tax year.  A motion was made to approve the Debele abatement for Elysian Township due to the circumstances by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Buynak yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson no, Hiatt no, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.  

10:30 am- A motion was made to close the 2027 budget hearing by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made to approve the 2027 Bottineau County budget with a Step and 2% COLA by Hiatt, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

Seymour Jordan, State’s Attorney, met with the board to discuss his office activity.  Discussion was held about the properties on the 2026 foreclosure list.  A list of the properties was presented to the board, a motion was made to move forward with the eviction process by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.     

11:15 am-Public Comment- 

Sara Radomski, Rugby Ambulance District, Erik Christenson, Heart of America Medical Center CEO, and Cameron Thornberg, EMS manager, met with the board to discuss the Rugby Ambulance District.  
 
Keith Pederson, North Dakota Veterans Legislative Council Representative, met with the board to discuss the cost to the local VFW organization for the placement of the sign for the Orlan Cool Bridge for the Fallen Soldiers sign located over the Souris River east of Westhope.  Discussion was held about the bill that was sent to the VFW Post 6832 Orlan Cool Post in the amount of $2,480.00.  A motion was made to pay out of the County Wide Assistance program $1,238.00, by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote Tonneson yes, Hiatt yes, Pederson yes, Kjelshus yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.       

Emily discussed the 2026 foreclosures and presented the board with the properties that Bottineau County owns as of October 2nd, 2026.  A motion was made to accept the appraisal hearing values for the properties in foreclosure by Bottineau County by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 12:30pm by Pederson, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.


_____________________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman
_____________________
Emily Deschamp, County Auditor


