BOTTINEAU COUNTY
 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
August 4, 2026
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson, Vice-Chairman, Rod Hiatt, Commissioners, Lance Kjelshus, Nathaniel Buynak, Andy Pederson, and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.  

Old Business:

Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda with the additions of data centers and Highway 28B by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Motion carried.  

Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from July 7, 2026 and July 14, 2026 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  

Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	53778
	AFLAC (7/31)
	5,953.51
	53779
	AFLAC Dental 
	3,080.87

	53780
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	845.12
	53781
	Messerli & Kramer, PA 
	1,170.71

	53782
	Minnesota Child Support 
	603.00
	53783
	ND Child Support Division 
	802.00

	53784
	ND Fraternal Order of Police 
	33.00
	53785
	New York Life Insurance 
	54.64

	53786
	The Standard Life Ins Co 
	382.56
	53787
	UNUM Life Insurance Co 
	347.04

	53788
	Bank of North Dakota 
	32,000.00
	53789
	North Central Electric Coop.
	738.51

	53790
	Ottertail Power Company 
	6,568.15
	53791
	Renville County Auditor 
	3,575.82

	53792
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	1,629.25
	EFT 
	Ameriflex
	2,234.16

	EFT 
	IRS-FICA 
	77,943.72
	EFT
	IRS-Federal Income Tax Withholding
	50,121.35

	EFT 
	ND State Income Tax 
	1,830.00
	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	69,200.99

	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	2,385.00
	EFT 
	NDPHIT/BCBS-ND 
	143,460.30

	EFT 
	NDPHIT/MetLife 
	2,164.30
	53856
	Advanced Business Methods (8/7)
	73.02

	53857
	Advanced Graphix 
	264.50
	53858
	Allstates Pavement & Recycling
	10,311.15

	53859
	Amanda Lorenz 
	117.04
	53860
	Auto Value Bottineau 
	363.40

	53861
	B & M Laundry Service 
	792.12
	53862
	Bank of North Dakota 
	227,490.05

	53863
	Batteries Plus Bulbs 
	233.95
	53864
	Border Ag & Energy 
	2,212.48

	53865
	Border Ag & Energy 
	773.17
	53866
	Border Ag & Energy 
	2,007.75

	53867
	Bottineau Co. Road Dept 
	30,000.00
	53868
	Bottineau Co. Road Dept.
	3,625.00

	53869
	Bottineau Co. Road Dept. 
	6,515.00
	53870
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	500.00

	53871
	Brenden Klebe 
	304.00
	53872
	Business Radio Licensing 
	130.00

	53873
	Butler Machinery 
	15,648.68
	53874
	Cenex Fleet Fueling 
	1,570.00

	53875
	Charm-Tex, Inc.
	276.60
	53876
	Circle Sanitation, Inc. 
	337.50

	53877
	City of Antler 
	109.00
	53878
	City of Bottineau 
	752.82

	53879
	City of Maxbass 
	92.50
	53880
	City of Newburg 
	38.00

	53881
	City of Willow City
	588.00
	53882
	Courant 
	232.52

	53883
	Courant 
	1,197.39
	53884
	Courant 
	63.84

	53885
	Courant 
	643.58
	53886
	D&L Storage 
	340.00

	53887
	D's Ag Repair 
	532.50
	53888
	Dallman Services Co.
	25,767.25

	53889
	Darwin Peterson 
	68.40
	53890
	David Agnes 
	642.54

	53891
	David Berge 
	25.84
	53892
	DMC Wear Parts
	5,703.50

	53893
	DRIVE Chevrolet 
	546.91
	53894
	Emily Deschamp 
	286.48

	53895
	Envision Cooperative 
	47.47
	53896
	Erin Berentson 
	337.76

	53897
	Farden Construction 
	31,505.50
	53898
	Farmers Union Oil WC 
	3,199.87

	53899
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	1,062.44
	53900
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	37,674.40

	53901
	Fireside Office Solutions 
	42.33
	53902
	Gloria Halvorson 
	115.00

	53903
	Graphics Lettering & Trim 
	440.00
	53904
	Guardian Fleet Safety 
	24,464.98

	53905
	Heather Thompson 
	76.00
	53906
	Information Technology Department 
	6,423.22

	53907
	J&K Property Services 
	425.00
	53908
	J.B. Express 
	230.00

	53909
	Johnson Controls Building Solutions 
	894.30
	53910
	Klingbeil's Body & Glass 
	510.00

	53911
	Lawson Products Inc. 
	295.36
	53912
	Linde Gas & Equipment 
	1,645.52

	53913
	Logan Cunningham 
	72.96
	53914
	Lyle Gravseth 
	45.60

	53915
	Melonie Bowers 
	509.20
	53916
	Michael Vandal 
	9.12

	53917
	Midcontinent Communications 
	359.66
	53918
	Midstates Wireless 
	4,489.16

	53919
	Morris's Sealcoat & Trucking 
	115,001.51
	53920
	NACCTFO
	100.00

	53921
	NDACTVSO 
	120.00
	53922
	NDSU Extension 
	18,140.50

	53923
	Nelson Repair 
	1,338.03
	53924
	Normont Equipment 
	13,261.58

	53925
	ND One Call 
	42.00
	53926
	Northern Lights Appliances 
	255.43

	53927
	O'Keefe Oil 
	8,723.26
	53928
	Office of the Adjutant General 
	480.00

	53929
	OK Tire Store 
	529.68
	53930
	Parkland USA DBA Farstad Oil 
	1,638.49

	53931
	Paul Johnson 
	10.60
	53932
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	3,529.70

	53933
	Positive Concepts 
	174.60
	53934
	Pro IT LLC 
	6,134.88

	53935
	Pro IT 
	18,824.90
	53936
	Pro IT 
	2,890.16

	53937
	Quadient Finance USA 
	2,500.00
	53938
	Reliance Telephone 
	475.00

	53939
	Reliance Telephone 
	610.00
	53940
	Running Supply 
	859.07

	53941
	Sawmill Corner LLC 
	35.68
	53942
	Shannon Goodwin 
	4.94

	53943
	Souris River Telephone 
	617.01
	53944
	Spectrum 
	55.00

	53945
	State Treasurer 
	522.42
	53946
	Subway of Bottineau 
	3,204.00

	53947
	TNT Towing 
	1,687.00
	53948
	True North Steel 
	14,369.18

	53949
	Turn Key Corrections 
	287.01
	53950
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	307.17

	53951
	Tyler Neubauer 
	15.20
	53952
	Tyler Technologies 
	480.00

	53953
	Uline 
	1,584.16
	53954
	Verizon Wireless 
	40.02

	53955
	Wold Engineering 
	7,500.00
	53956
	Wold Engineering 
	5,818.21

	53957
	Wold Engineering 
	15,814.03
	53958
	Wold Engineering 
	20,000.00

	53959
	Normont Equipment (8/10)
	6,055.89
	EFT 
	Ameriflex (8/13)
	2,234.16

	EFT 
	Creative Planning Services 
	884.90
	EFT 
	Verizon Wireless 
	2,075.08

	EFT 
	JP Morgan Chase Bank 
	16,779.48
	53960
	Cengage Learning Inc.  (8/14)
	145.50

	53961
	Keller's Briteway 
	90.00
	53962
	Micromarketing LLC 
	192.56

	53963
	Midwest Tape 
	400.38
	53964
	ND Library Association 
	400.00

	53965
	Quadient Leasing 
	707.73
	
	Payroll (8/31)
	   372,057.31 

	
	Total
	1,533,178.74
	
	
	




The August bills were reviewed and a motion was made to pay the August bills by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

New Business:

Ryan Ackerman, Souris River Joint Board, updated the board on the 2026 projects.

Discussion was held about the 2027-2029 contract with Johnson Controls for the Courthouse and the Jail maintenance.  A motion was made to sign the contracts with Johnson Controls for 2027-2029 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Buynak yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.   

Commissioner Hiatt discussed County Road 28 and an email that he received from Corey Belisle.

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the County projects:

· Project SC-0500 (022)-Gardena Road Paving—Kent updated the board on the project. They intend to start work on August 4, 2026.

· Project FXTA-0005(071)-Pickering Township Cement Stabilization—Kent presented the board with the final payment for the project in the amount of $10,311.15 for retainage.  A motion was made to pay $10,311.15 by Kjelshus, second by Pederson. Roll call vote: Hiatt yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Buynak yes, Tonneson yes.  

· CP-0005(026)-County Wide Chip Seals—Kent updated the board that the 9 miles of chip seal project has been completed. Kent presented the board with a semifinal estimate in the amount of $115,001.51.  A motion was made to pay $115,001.51 to Morriss Seal Coat by Buynak, second by Hiatt. Roll call vote: Kjelshus yes, Buynak yes, Pederson yes, Hiatt yes, and Tonneson yes.   

· SRF-0005(073)-Paving of Birchwood and Dockside Spur Roads at Lake Metigoshe—Kent updated the board and stated that Mayo Construction will begin the project this month. 

· Project BRJ-0005(062)-RBC South-East of Maxbass-Structure Removal & Replacement-Seth updated the board on the project.

· Kent presented a rough estimate to the board for Willow City East.  

· Ritch discussed 7 miles of the Overly Road and mastic treating the road prior to chip sealing. 

Commissioner Kjelshus discussed data centers and what the thoughts of the board are.  

Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities.  Ritch updated the board on FEMA throughout the county from the June storm.  The road department is placing rumble strips by Newburg.  Ritch discussed road encroachments within the county and the proper procedures that need to be followed.  Ritch discussed the fines for road encroachments for not following the correct procedure in the amount of $2,750.00.  More discussion will be held about updating the fee schedule for these fines.  A motion was made to fine Ellingson the full fee of $2,750 and $500 for the individual by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an update on the Sheriff’s Department.  Jeremy also went over the changes that were made to the current Bottineau County pay scale to accommodate his office needs.  Discussion was held about the building to be purchased by Bottineau County.  Jeremy presented the board with an adjusted pay scale, per the request of Jeremy and with assistance from our Human Resources Consultant. Jeremy updated the board on the K-9 unit.  Discussion was held about the sheriff’s office and utilizing the Employee Assistance Program that is offered through the county’s insurance at no cost.            

10:00 a.m. - Public Comment— No one in attendance.

10:30 a.m. James Bondly met with the board to discuss the traffic signs and speed limit at Lake Metigoshe.  

Department Head meeting—Chairman Tonneson gave an update on the commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activity.    

Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, met with the board to discuss abatements that were received from Elms and Pickering Townships. The abatements were submitted due to the tax payers failing to have the Farm Residence Credit turned in before the deadline, therefore the tax payers requested an abatement for the 2026 tax year.  A motion was made to reject the Amsbaugh and Routledge abatements due to not meeting the March 31st or May 15th deadlines by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    

Discussion was held about the 2027 budget.  Ritch and Jeremy met with the board to discuss 2027 expenses.  A motion was made to adopt the adjustments to the 2026 pay scale with the addition of the Assistant Jail Administration line and utilizing the Deputy I line by Hiatt, second by Buynak. Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried.  The budget hearing is scheduled for October 6, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. and will be held at the Bottineau County Courthouse in the Commissioner Room.  A motion was made to approve the preliminary budget presented by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried.  

Seymour Jordan, States Attorney, met with the board to discuss his office activity and his 2027 budget requests.  Discussion was held about parcels located at Lake Metigoshe that are currently owned by Bottineau County. Road Supervisor, Ritch Gimbel, met with the board and Seymour to discuss vacating the section line located at 101st Street and County Road 52. 

A motion was made to pay off the Bank of North Dakota loan for the jail by Kjekshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 1:05 p.m. by Hiatt, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.

_______________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman


________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor

