NDACo / NDCCA COUNTY TOUR 2026
Bottineau County 
Bottineau County Courthouse
August 12, 2026
2:00p.m.

Present: Chairman, Benjamin Tonneson; Vice-Chairman, Rod Hiatt; Commissioners, Andrew Pederson, Nathaniel Buynak, Rod Hiatt; Auditor, Emily Deschamp; Sheriff, Jeremy Tofteland; Clerk of Court, Miranda Brandt; Treasurer, Ann Monson; NDACo. Aaron Birst, Donnell Preskey, and Nick Moser; NRG, Dwight Driscoll; and NDCCA Officer, Tracy Dozel. 

Chairman Tonneson started the meeting with introductions and welcoming the guests. 
Aaron Birst, President of the North Dakota Association of Counties discussed the 3% caps placed on the budget process for the entities and how it is affecting the budget process.  Discussion was held about the distribution of Prairie Drug Funding and Flex Funding and how that distribution is affecting Bottineau County’s budget process.  Discussion was held about the funding for 911. Aaron stated that the $1.50 fee is no longer sustainable for the 911 programs.  The Northern Prairie Human Service Zone was discussed and how the process of the human service zone is handled. Discussion was held about the Clerk of Court’s office and the processes moving forward. Data Centers were discussed and how the county should proceed with the Planning and Zoning Ordinances. Sheriff Tofteland discussed concerns about the SIRN system 

Discussion was held about the 2027 Legislative session and how the board and NDACo feel the changes will affect county government moving forward.  

Dwight Driscoll, NRG Technology Services, discussed county servers and what things will look like for counties in the future.  

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 3:36 p.m. by Hiatt, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.
 
A tour was taken of the County Courthouse and Jail.

_____________________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman

_____________________
Emily Deschamp, County Auditor

