[bookmark: _Hlk234417835]BOTTINEAU COUNTY
COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
July 7, 2026
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson, Vice-Chairman Rod Hiatt, Commissioners Lance Kjelshus, Nathaniel Buynak, and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.  Commissioner Pederson was absent.   

Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda with the addition of a raffle permit by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  

Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from June 2, 2026 and June 29, 2026 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Motion carried.  

Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	53631
	Christopher Mosbrucker (6/24)
	6000.00
	53632
	AFLAC (6/30)
	5,953.51

	53633
	AFLAC DENTAL 
	3,414.21
	53634
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	945.12

	53635
	Messerli & Kramer, P.A. 
	1,170.71
	53636
	Minnesota Child Support 
	603.00

	53637
	ND Child Support Division 
	802.00
	53638
	ND Fraternal Order of Police 
	33.00

	53939
	New York Life Insurance 
	54.64
	53640
	The Standard Life Ins Co 
	382.56

	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	66,645.94
	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	2,385.00

	53642
	Bank of North Dakota 
	32,000.00
	53643
	Ottertail Power Company 
	7,919.55

	53644
	Renville County Auditor 
	3,575.82
	53645
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	1,338.69

	EFT 
	Ameriflex
	2,234.16
	EFT 
	IRS-FICA 
	68,954.02

	EFT 
	IRS-Federal Income Tax Withholding
	39,985.41
	EFT 
	NDPHIT/BCBS-ND 
	147,764.82

	EFT 
	ND State Income Tax 
	1,135.00
	53646
	3D Specialties (7/10)
	675.00

	53647
	Advanced Business Methods 
	73.02
	53648
	Advanced Business Methods 
	780.15

	53649
	Allstates Pavement & Recycling
	489,831.05
	53650
	Auto Value Bottineau 
	1,113.03

	53651
	B&M Laundry Service 
	303.32
	53652
	Ben Knight 
	292.30

	53653
	Border Ag & Energy 
	262.44
	53654
	Bottineau Clinic Pharmacy 
	241.00

	53655
	Bottineau Lumber 
	183.43
	53656
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	4,464.51

	53657
	Braden Larson 
	224.40
	53658
	Brandy Jane Hambleton 
	147.90

	53659
	Brett Ziemba 
	389.90
	53660
	Bridger Pulver 
	31.16

	53661
	Bryce Pottenger 
	765.00
	53662
	Butler Machinery Co.
	3,183.94

	53663
	Circle Sanitation, Inc. 
	337.50
	53664
	City of Bottineau 
	759.92

	53665
	City of Maxbass 
	88.00
	53666
	City of Newburg 
	38.00

	53667
	Cole Papers 
	498.43
	53668
	Colleen Holen 
	8.70

	53669
	Comp Cam 
	920.00
	53670
	Courant 
	1,447.32

	53671
	Creekside Bar & Grill 
	1,421.00
	53672
	Dakota Fence Company 
	3,970.00

	53673
	Dakota Fire Extinguishers 
	1,735.62
	53674
	Denise Gunning 
	13.05

	53675
	DRIVE Chevrolet 
	192.55
	53676
	Emily Deschamp 
	91.71

	53677
	Ethan Baril 
	1,307.50
	53678
	Farden Construction 
	11,009.00

	53679
	Farmers Union Oil WC
	3,926.36
	53680
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	964.42

	53681
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	19,666.22
	53682
	GARD Specialties 
	254.42

	53683
	Glenda Nordmark 
	85.55
	53684
	Gooseneck Implement 
	265.79

	53685
	Information Technology Department 
	6,415.37
	53686
	Janaan Tyler 
	82.65

	53687
	JB Express 
	60.00
	53688
	John Deere Financial 
	5,625.00

	53689
	Johnson Controls Fire Protection 
	4,362.26
	53690
	Jordan Law Office 
	3,254.00

	53691
	Kathryn Torkelson 
	79.75
	53692
	Kathy Mattson 
	43.50

	53693
	Kittleson Truck Repair 
	2,735.00
	53694
	Kristy Titus 
	105.40

	53695
	Kristy Titus 
	884.50
	53696
	Laurie Brown 
	37.70

	53697
	Laurie Lord 
	46.40
	53698
	Lawson Products 
	562.21

	53699
	LeeAnn Schell 
	43.50
	53700
	Linda Bondly 
	40.60

	53701
	Linde Gas & Equipment 
	51.05
	53702
	Loon Lake Services 
	3,916.50

	53703
	Loon Lake Services 
	7,068.00
	53704
	Marlene Getzlaff 
	18.13

	53705
	McHenry County Auditor 
	8,636.89
	53706
	Melonie Bowers 
	442.25

	53707
	Mikkelsen Aggregates 
	22,491.00
	53708
	Miranda Brandt 
	427.50

	53709
	Mom's Sealcoat & Trucking 
	321,471.57
	53710
	Motive Technologies, Inc. 
	12,252.00

	53711
	ND Association of Counties 
	121.80
	53712
	NDAAO
	50.00

	53713
	NDACS
	50.00
	53714
	NDAWN Center 
	100.00

	53715
	NDPHIT 
	415.00
	53716
	Nelson Repair 
	192.00

	53717
	Newman Sign, Inc 
	496.54
	53718
	Northern Improvement Co
	5,974.64

	53719
	Nutrien Ag Solutions 
	14,257.00
	53720
	O'Keeffe Oil 
	6,515.54

	53721
	OK Tire Store 
	129.58
	53722
	Ottertail Power Company 
	186.37

	53723
	Pamela Delorme 
	313.78
	53724
	Patricia Lodoen 
	47.85

	53725
	Pierce County Auditor 
	11,366.83
	53726
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	3,534.92

	53727
	Pro IT 
	2,500.00
	53728
	Pro IT LLC 
	6,075.00

	53729
	Quadient Finance USA 
	2,500.00
	53730
	Renville County Farmer 
	187.50

	53731
	Running Supply Inc 
	4,638.62
	53732
	Sawmill Lumber & Hardware 
	339.65

	53733
	Souris River Telephone 
	582.62
	53734
	State Treasurer 
	298.35

	53735
	Stephanie Hardy 
	279.85
	53736
	Stephanie Jetty 
	43.50

	53737
	Subway of Bottineau 
	1,332.00
	53738
	Swanston Equipment 
	1,417.16

	53739
	Tami Neubauer 
	72.50
	53740
	Tanya Wieler 
	2,500.00

	53741
	Tecta America Dakotas
	1,434.58
	53742
	TK Elevator 
	2,878.30

	53743
	TNT Towing & Recovery 
	350.00
	53744
	Turnkey Corrections 
	118.84

	53745
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	517.27
	53746
	Tyler Neubauer 
	14.50

	53747
	Tyler Technologies 
	480.00
	53748
	Uline 
	1,678.33

	53749
	Verizon Wireless 
	40.02
	53750
	West Shore Services 
	2,025.00

	53751
	Western Agency 
	18,858.00
	53752
	Western Asphalt
	12,863.60

	53753
	Wold Engineering 
	44,084.79
	53754
	Wold Engineering 
	7,450.00

	53755
	Wold Engineering 
	650.00
	EFT 
	Ameriflex (7/15)
	2,234.16

	EFT 
	Creative Planning Services 
	856.98
	EFT
	Job Service North Dakota 
	2,626.92

	EFT 
	Verizon Wireless 
	2,050.68
	EFT
	JP Morgan Chase Bank 
	23292.95

	53768
	American Library Association 
	190.00
	53769
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	37.00

	53770
	Cengage Learning Inc. 
	164.16
	53771
	Courant 
	252.75

	53773
	Micromarketing LLC 
	24.00
	53774
	Midwest Tape 
	17.24

	53775
	National Geographic 
	124.00
	53776
	ND State Library 
	10.00

	53777
	Turtle Mountain Times 
	40.00
	
	Payroll (7/31)
	406,093.02

	
	Total
	1,944,388.19
	
	
	




The July bills were reviewed and a motion was made to pay the July bills by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

New Business:

Discussion was held about the speed limit from Highway 43 to 107th Street on the Lake Loop at Lake Metigoshe.  Loren Johnson, Darol Bonebrake, and Scott Linke residents of Lake Metigoshe were in attendance.  Discussion was held.  The speed limit will remain the same until the September meeting the board will re-visit at this time.  

Emily presented a raffle permit for the Bottineau County Family Snowmobilers.  A motion was made to approve the permit by Hiatt, second by Buynak. Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried. 

Emily presented the agreement between Bottineau County and Renville County for dispatch services.  A motion was made to sign the agreement with Renville County for 911/Dispatch Services by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  

Emily notified that Bottineau County is on the North Dakota Association of Counties tours this year.  The tour will take place on August 12th at 2:00pm.  Emily will put out a special meeting notice out for the tour. 

Commissioner Kjelshus discussed the Data Centers and wanted to make sure that the county is ahead of this with Planning and Zoning ordinances.  

Commissioner Kjelshus discussed the previous discussion of the Ukraine Families, Commissioner Kjelshus made a motion to sign a letter of support for the Ukranine families by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson.  Roll call vote Tonneson yes, Hiatt no, Buynak no, and Kjelshus yes.  Motion failed.    

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the County projects:

· Project SC-0500 (022)-Gardena Road Paving-Kent updated the board on the project, they intend to start paving in August.

· Project FXTA-0005(071)-Pickering Township Cement Stabilization-Kent informed the board that the project has been completed.  Seth presented the board with a contractor’s progressive estimate with flex funds in the amount of $489,831.05 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Tonneson yes, Hiatt yes, Kjelshus yes, and Buynak yes.  Motion carried. 

· CP-0005(026)-County Wide Chip Seals-Kent updated the board that the 9 miles of chip seal will being on July 1, 2026 and should be completed by July 7 or 8, 2026.

· SRF-0005(073)-Paving of Birchwood and Dockside Spur Roads at Lake Metigoshe-Kent updated the board and Mayo Construction will begin the project at the beginning of August. 

· Project BRJ-0005(062)-RBC South-East of Maxbass-Structure Removal & Replacement-Seth updated the board that this project, hoping for a start date of September of 2026.

· Steve Farden, Farden Construction, met with the board to discuss the aluminum box culvert, 3 miles south of Renville Corner and 1 mile west.  He discussed the liquid damages that that Farden construction incurred in the amount of $20,800.00.  Wold Engineering will contact the Department of Transportation on waving the liquid damages for Farden Construction with support from Bottineau County.       

Commissioner Pederson joined the meeting at 8:48 am.

Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities.  Ritch updated the board on the Recreation Trails grant for the VFW Memorial Park and the cross walk at Lake Metigoshe by GoShe mini golf.  The county was denied for both grants.  Ritch will reach out to Lake Metigoshe Improvement Association to see if they will assist in the cost share of a push button pedestrian sign located at GoShe mini golf.  Discussion was held about the damages that took place to townships roads during the storm on June 29th, 2026.  It was the consensus of the board to assist the townships in the repairs to the roads in Pickering, Peabody, Scandia, Haram and Dalen.  Ritch updated the board on Highway 27A and notified the board will continue to seal the road.  Ritch and Jeremy met with the board to discuss the previous Ketterling’s Junkyard property.            

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an update on the Sheriff’s Department.  Jeremy notified the board of a new hire in the sheriff office as a deputy.  Jeremy discussed the School Resource Officer being part of Dakota College, she will be on campus one day per week.  The sheriff office is working on a Memorandum of Understanding with the college.  Jeremy presented the board with a Joint powers Agreement for Juvenile services with Ward County.  A motion was made to sign the Joint Powers Agreement with Ward County by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Rolla call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    

9:45 am-Public Comment-No one in attendance.

Department Head meeting – Chairman Tonneson gave an update on the Commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activity.     

Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, met with the board to discuss an abatement that she received from Newborg Township.  The abatement was submitted due to the tax payer failing to have the Farm residence exception in before the deadline, therefore the tax payer requested an abatement for the 2026 tax year.  A motion was made to reject the abatement for Ryan Ellsworth due to not meeting the March 31st or May 15th deadline by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote Buynak yes, Kjelshus abstain, Pederson yes, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.  Ashely notified the board she has hired a part time employee to help with office activity.  Discussion was held about data centers.  

Matt Schimetz, Drug Task Force, met with the board to update them on the task force.    

Seymour Jordan, States Attorney, met with the board to discuss his office activity and his 2027 budget requests.  Discussion was held about who would cover the cost of the survey that was completed by Wold Engineering for the property line at Hoffas Park for the placement of the fence.  It was the consensus of the board to see if the adjacent property owner would split the cost of the survey.  The States Attorney discussed the Quit Claim Deed that the county had drawn up for the portion of Lot 2 of East Shore Park a Portion of Govt Lot 9 Section 35 Township 163.  A motion was made to sign the Quit Claim Deed by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.

Department heads met with the county commissioners to discuss the 2027 budget process for each of their departments.   

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 5:13pm by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.

_______________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman


________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor




