BOTTINEAU COUNTY
 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
September 15, 2026
8:00 a.m.

The Commissioner meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson, Vice-Chairman Rod Hiatt, Commissioners Nathaniel Buynak, Andy Pederson, and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.  Commissioner Kjelshus was not present.  

Old Business:

Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  

New Business:

Commissioner Kjelshus joined the meeting at 8:53 am.      

Discussion was about the 2027 budget. A motion was made to move forward with the 2027 budget as presented, with the Bottineau County budget hearing to be held October 6th at 10:00 am Buynak, second by Kjelshus. Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
 
Representative Dan Voellmer, Dick Anderson, met in person and Paul Thomas attended via teams.  The board wanted to discuss the concerns Bottineau County is facing with our legislators before entering into the 2027 legislative session.  Some of the concerns are with the way that the distribution of funds for Prairie Dog and now distributed and also with the flex funding grants.  Ritch Gimbel, Road Superintendent, discussed his concerns with the new way in distribution of funds from the state for infrastructure for Bottineau County.  Discussion was held about the 3% CAP that was placed on the budgeting process for all entities and the hearing that they are required to have per House Bill 1176.  Discussion was held about data centers and what the thoughts were for these centers going into the next session and what impact it could have on Bottineau County.  

10:30 am-Cecil Township budget hearing was held.  Richard Rude was in attendance for the hearing.  The board will vote to increase the mills to 18 mills for the 2028 budget.  

10:45 am-Whitby Township budget hearing.  The board will vote to increase the mills for Whitby township for the 2028 budget.    

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 am by Hiatt, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.


_____________________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman
_____________________
Emily Deschamp, County Auditor

