[bookmark: _Hlk207714726]BOTTINEAU COUNTY
COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
September 2, 2025
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Buynak.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Nathaniel Buynak; Vice-Chairman, Ben Tonneson; Commissioners, Lance Kjelshus, Andy Pederson, Rod Hiatt; and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.
Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda by Tonneson, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  
Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from August 5, 2025 and August 11, 2025 by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Motion carried.
Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Tonneson, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.  
Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	EFT
	IRS - FICA (8/29)
	66010.22
	EFT
	IRA - Federal Income Tax
	39462.35

	EFT
	NDPERS
	66513.92
	EFT
	NDPERS
	2602.98

	EFT 
	NDPHIT
	132537.40
	EFT
	NDPHIT - METLIFE
	2223.38

	EFT
	ND State Income Tax 
	1200.00
	52306
	AFLAC
	4291.64

	52307
	AFLAC DENTAL 
	2893.77
	52308
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	2235.83

	52309
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	823.34
	52310
	Minnesota Child Support Payment
	723.60

	52311
	ND Child Support Division
	802.00
	52312
	ND Fraternal Order of Police
	27.00

	52313
	New York Life Insurance
	54.64
	52314
	The Standard Insurance Co
	494.04

	52315
	UNUM Life Ins
	329.60
	52316
	AFLAC DENTAL 
	164.74

	52317
	Bank of ND 
	10000.00
	52318
	Bank of ND
	32000.00

	52319
	Ottertail Power Co
	5522.21
	52320
	Renville County Auditor 
	1890.88

	52321
	State Treasurer
	701.29
	52322
	Turtle Mountain Communications
	1615.69

	52339
	Advanced Business Methods (9/5)
	656.28
	52340
	Advanced Graphix, Inc
	58.00

	52341
	Allstates Pavement 
	11873.18
	52342
	America's Best Value Inn & Suites 
	267.00

	52343
	Ashley Pedie
	492.00
	52344
	ATCO International
	2386.20

	52345
	Auto Value Bottineau 
	218.63
	52347
	Border Ag & Energy
	419.86

	52348
	Bottineau Clinic Pharmacy 
	511.36
	52349
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	142.50

	52350
	Butler Machinery Co.
	9151.30
	52351
	Butler Machinery Co.
	20302.33

	52352
	CapFirst Equipment Finance
	113849.31
	52353
	Chem-Tex, Inc. 
	170.80

	52354
	Circle Sanitation Inc 
	70.50
	52355
	City of Bottineau 
	785.08

	52356
	City of Maxbass 
	176.00
	52357
	City of Newburg 
	35.00

	52358
	City of Newburg 
	38.00
	52359
	Courant 
	656.60

	52360
	Courant 
	93.00
	52361
	Courant 
	494.76

	52362
	Creekside Bar & Grill
	1778.22
	52363
	Dakota Fire Extinguishers
	160.82

	52364
	DMC Wear Parts
	18279.85
	52365
	Drive Chevrolet
	231.72

	52366
	Farden Construction Inc
	22374.00
	52367
	Fargo Glass & Paint
	82761.00

	52368
	Farmers Union Oil WC
	2368.54
	52369
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	748.70

	52370
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	19780.68
	52371
	Fireside Office Solutions
	4044.01

	52372
	Fireside Office Solutions
	215.00
	52373
	Gooseneck Implement
	3877.81

	52374
	Haylee Senger 
	10.35
	52375
	J&K Property Services LLC
	425.00

	52376
	J.B. Express 
	100.00
	52377
	Johnson Controls Dallas 
	1275.00

	52378
	Jordan Law Office 
	10025.00
	52379
	Lemay Trucking
	1860.00

	52380
	Linde Gas & Equipment
	213.48
	52381
	M&J's Highway Service 
	45.55

	52382
	Melonie Bowers 
	290.50
	52383
	Midcontinent Communications 
	153.55

	52384
	Mikkelsen Aggregates
	4876.00
	52385
	Morris Sealcoat & Trucking
	26353.98

	52386
	Motorola Solutions, Inc
	39643.00
	52387
	Motorola Solutions Inc
	1708.29

	52388
	Myers Parts of Bottineau 
	82.82
	52389
	Nadine Little 
	55.00

	52390
	NDDOT
	153526.90
	52391
	North Central Electric Coop
	934.84

	52392
	O'Keefe Oil 
	6420.02
	52393
	Parkland USA Corp 
	1550.99

	52394
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	48.22
	52395
	PRO IT LLC 
	5781.00

	52398
	Reliance Telephone 
	700.00
	52399
	Ron Beckman Masonry
	700.00

	52400
	Running Supply Store 
	1455.56
	52401
	Shannon Goodwin
	20.48

	52402
	SMP Health - St Andrews
	1591.71
	52403
	Souris River Telephone 
	586.75

	52404
	State Treasurer
	414.99
	52405
	Tanya Weiler 
	2500.00

	52406
	TNT Towing and Recovery 
	3139.00
	52407
	True North Steel 
	13332.80

	52408
	Turtle Mountain Communications
	228.58
	52409
	Tyler Technologies 
	39169.54

	52410
	Verizon Wireless 
	40.02
	52411
	Western Agency 
	115.00

	52412
	Western Asphalt 
	15334.40
	52413
	Wold Engineering 
	3440.44

	EFT
	Ann Monson - Treasurer 
	361.09
	EFT 
	Creative Planning
	847.67

	EFT
	TriTech Software Systems 
	31333.47
	EFT 
	Verizon Wireless 
	2206.02

	
	Payroll (9/30)
	358030.63
	
	Total
	1425516.20



The September bills were reviewed, and a motion was made to pay the September bills by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    
New Business:
Commissioner Pederson updated the board on the applicants and interviews that were held for the Maintenance Coordinator position on August 26th.  The interview board recommends that Mark Kjelshus be offered the Maintenance Coordinator position to begin on September 26th, 2025.  A motion was made to offer the position to Mark Kjelshus per the recommendation of the interview board by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous. Kjelshus abstained.  Motion carried.

Discussion was held about the voting delegate for the North Dakota Association of Counties annual meeting.  The county’s current voting delegate is Emily Deschamp, County Auditor.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the board to keep Emily as the North Dakota Association of Counties voting delegate for Bottineau County.  A motion was made to appoint Emily as the delegate for the 2025 NDACo Conference by Tonneson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
Discussion was held about Bottineau County Policy 418 Years of Service.  A motion was made to accept the updates to Bottineau County Policy 418 by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the county projects:

•	Project BRC-0520 (058) – Kramer Bridge. Seth updated the board on the project.     
•	Project CP-0500(025)-Bottineau County Bituminous Chip Seal.  Kent presented the board with the final progressive estimate in the amount of $26,353.98 from Morriss Sealcoat. A motion was made to pay in the amount of $26,353.98 to Morriss Sealcoat by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson.  Roll call vote Hiatt yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Tonneson yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.     
•	Project CP-0527(025) – Landa Road Cement Stabilization. Allstates Pavement Recycling & Stabilization. Kent presented the board with the final estimate in the amount of $11, 873.18.  A motion was made to pay the retainage in the amount of $11,873.18 from Allstate Paving by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote Hiatt yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Tonneson yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.
•	Project BRJ-0005(061)-Renville Corner 2 box culverts-Seth updated the board on the project.  Started on Site 1 the last week in August could take 3-4 weeks to complete.  Site 2 will be started after completion of Site 1.   
[bookmark: _Hlk208224883]Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities.  Ritch updated the board on oiling 27A and 2 miles of bike trail at Lake Metigoshe.  The Road Department chipped the 4 miles south on County Road 51.  Ritch purchased some speed sensors for Bottineau County.   
Tyler Berbue, Butler Machinery, met with the board to discuss the 2026 purchase of two motor graders to have for Bottineau County by April 1, 2026.  A motion was made to sign the sales agreement for two motor graders in 2026 by Tonneson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote Buynak yes, Tonneson yes, Pederson yes, Kjelshus yes, Hiatt yes.  Motion carried.  Discussion was held about the purchase of the 2024 Massey Ferguson.  A motion was made to purchase the 2024 Massey Ferguson by Hiatt, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Pederson yes, Tonneson yes, Kjelshus yes, Hiatt yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.          
Emily presented the board with sealed bids for the following properties in Willow Vale Township and the City of Westhope.  Lot 11 BLK 8 Cole's 1dt ADD Omemee 160 75, Lot 10 BLK 18 Cole’s 3rd ADD Omemee 160 75, Lot 5 BLK 26 Cole’s 5th ADD Omemee 160 75, Lot 11 BLK 26 Cole’s 5th ADD Omemee 160 75, and Lot 2 & N 25' Lot 3 BLK 20 City of Westhope.  A motion was made to deny the sealed bid by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  Emily will notify the recipient of the board’s decision.        

The board discussed the updated quote presented to the board for the replacement of the windows on the south side of the Courthouse building.  A motion was made to pay the $82,761.00 for the replacement of the windows on the south side of the Courthouse by Tonneson, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote Hiatt yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Tonneson yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an activity update for the Sheriff’s Department.  Jeremy introduced a new deputy to the board and discussed the cuts he made to his 2026 budget in jail supplies, vehicles, and overtime.  Jeremy updated the board on the K-9 unit that Bottineau County is looking into acquiring from the Turtle Mountain Tribe, the Westhope Senior Citizen’s donated $15,000 towards the funding.    
Department Heads – Chairman Buynak gave an update on the commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activities.  

Holly Brekhus, First District Health Unit, met with the board to discuss the 2026 budget request for the First District Health Unit.      

Keith Peterson, Bottineau County VFW and Mark Timbrook, Upham VFW, met with the board to discuss naming of the bridge on County Road 20 to Nermoe Bridge as part of the bridges of the fallen program, to recognize the late Earl Nermoe and the bridge on County Road 6 by the Westhope Country Club to the Orlan Cool bridge.  A motion was made to accept the two bridges to be named in the bridges of the fallen by Kjleshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.

Seymour Jordan, State’s Attorney, updated the board on his office activity.  Discussion was held about the 2026-2027 Police Contract with the City of Bottineau.  The City of Bottineau will discuss the contract at the September 2, 2025 city council meeting.  The letter received from Erin Conroy was discussed with State’s Attorney Jordan, the investigation is ongoing, after it is completed, it will be charged out accordingly.  

Discussion was held about the 2026 budget.  A motion was made to pass the preliminary budget as presented by Kjelshus, second by Tonneson. Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.     

The Public comment was held at 12:00 pm.  

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 12:42p.m. by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Motion carried.

________________
Nathaniel Buynak, Chairman
________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor

