BOTTINEAU COUNTY
 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
JANUARY 6, 2026
7:30 a.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk123888816]The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson, Vice-Chairman Rod Hiatt, Commissioners, Andy Pederson, Nathaniel Buynak, Lance Kjelshus, and Auditor, Emily Deschamp. 

Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda with the additions of the snow day closures and the Assessing Services Agreement with the City of Bottineau, by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Motion carried.  

Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from December 2, 2025 and December 17, 2025, by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Buynak, second by Tonneson.  Motion carried.  

Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	52884
	Advanced Business Methods (1/9)
	107.03
	52885
	Auto Value Bottineau 
	271.39

	52886
	Bank of North Dakota 
	100,000.00
	52887
	Bee Line Service 
	310.00

	52888
	Bottineau Lumber 
	152.73
	52889
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	155.67

	52890
	Butler Machinery 
	12,844.19
	52891
	Cenex Fleet Fueling
	485.86

	52892
	Citizens State Bank 
	46,088.37
	52893
	City of Antler 
	107.00

	52894
	City of Bottineau 
	703.90
	52895
	City of Newburg 
	38.00

	52896
	Cole Papers 
	338.32
	52897
	Courant 
	288.80

	52898
	Creekside Bar & Grill 
	959.04
	52899
	Dakota Truck & Farm Service 
	3,254.26

	52900
	Deere & Company 
	3,273.75
	52901
	DMC Wear Parts
	3,619.94

	52902
	Envision Cooperative 
	69.99
	52903
	Farden Construction 
	28,780.49

	52904
	Farmers Union Oil 
	2,093.30
	52905
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	25,404.19

	52906
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	735.37
	52907
	First District Health Unit 
	255.00

	52908
	Fireside Office Solutions 
	70.46
	52909
	First National Bank & Trust 
	8,713.29

	52910
	Information Technology Department 
	5,144.45
	52911
	iWorQ Systems, Inc. 
	7,500.00

	52912
	JB Express 
	80.00
	52913
	Johnson Controls 
	24,796.00

	52914
	Johnson Controls 
	20,505.00
	52915
	Kittleson Truck Repair 
	5,422.00

	52916
	Klingbeil's Body & Glass 
	940.53
	52917
	Linde Gas & Equipment 
	50.35

	52918
	Mad Dog Brokerage 
	3,555.32
	52919
	MOCIC 
	150.00

	52920
	National Assoc of Counties 
	450.00
	52921
	National Sheriff's Association 
	125.00

	52922
	National Assoc of County Engineers 
	485.00
	52923
	ND County Auditors & Treasurer's Assoc.
	400.00

	52924
	ND County Comm Assoc
	1,725.00
	52925
	ND Water Users Assoc 
	325.00

	52926
	NDDOT 
	12,324.29
	52927
	Nelson Repair 
	590.00

	52928
	Nero Funeral Home 
	3,073.00
	52929
	North Central Electric Coop.
	891.70

	52930
	Norway Steak House 
	620.00
	52931
	O'Keeffe Oil 
	8,041.83

	52932
	Pace Systems, Inc 
	2,350.00
	52933
	Penguin Management 
	3,102.00

	52934
	Peoples State Bank 
	16,329.44
	52935
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	2,218.21

	52936
	Pro IT 
	6,075.00
	52937
	Running Supply Inc.
	161.65

	52938
	Schneider Geospatial, LLC 
	22,144.00
	52939
	State Treasurer 
	9,205.23

	52940
	Take 5 
	300.00
	52941
	Tanya Wieler 
	1,250.00

	52942
	TMBCI
	30,000.00
	52943
	Turtle Mtn Communications 
	283.63

	52944
	Uline 
	2,229.06
	52945
	United States Treasury 
	0.22

	52946
	Verizon Wireless 
	40.02
	52947
	Westlie Truck Center 
	116.31

	52948
	Wold Engineering 
	63,290.41
	52949
	ND Association of Counties 
	75,349.29

	52950
	ND Association of Counties 
	11,163.00
	52951
	Tyler Technologies 
	120.00

	52952
	Tyler Technologies 
	7,058.48
	EFT 
	JP Morgan Chase Bank NA (1/15)
	17034.49

	EFT
	Ann Monson Treasurer 
	2,181.80
	EFT 
	Creative Planning Services 
	847.67

	
	Payroll (1/30)
	350,648.98
	
	Total
	959,813.70




The January bills were reviewed, and a motion was made to pay the January bills by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

New Business:

A motion was made to call for bids for machine hire, gravel, bridge material, and culverts at 10:00 a.m. on February 3, 2026, by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.   

Discussion was held about the county snow day policy.  After discussion the board decided the policy will remain the same unless the school district goes to virtual learning on storm days then the board will re-visit the policy. 

Emily presented the cancellations of taxes for the properties that were foreclosed on by Bottineau County in 2025.  A motion was made to approve the cancellations by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.

Amendments to the 2025 Budget were presented to the Commissioners. A motion was made to approve the Amendments to the 2025 Budget by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 
[image: ]


Emily presented the 2026 Law Enforcement agreements for the outlying cities. Discussion was held about the cost for the 2026 contract.  The board will discuss the contract prices for the 2027 budget.  A motion was made to sign and send the 2026 Law Enforcement agreements as presented to the outlying cities by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the County projects, Kent attended via phone:

· Project BRJ-005(061)-Site 2-South of Renville Corner-Seth updated the board on the box culvert.  Seth presented the recent letter that Farden Construction received from Contech Engineered Solutions.  Ritch and Seth discussed the steps moving forward with the box culvert.  Ritch would still like an extension on the box culvert; Seth will work on this for the county. 

· Maxbass box culvert-Seth updated the board on the project.  This box culvert is 100% funded by the state/Federal BRJ funding and the county will be responsible for engineering costs.  This project will go to bid in May of 2026, with a November 2026 completion date.

Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the Road Department activities.  Ritch updated the board on the Flex grant funding, notification to the counties and township will be in mid-January.   

Emily presented an invoice from the Department of Transportation for Bridge Inspections in the amount of $12,324.29.  A motion was made to approve the bridge inspection invoice from the Department of Transportation in the amount of $12,324.29 by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote Pederson yes, Kjelshus yes, Buynak yes, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.  
Jeremy Tofteland, Sheriff, gave a report on the activity in the Sheriff’s Department.  The board mentioned some 911 address requests that have not been addressed. Jeremy stated he would discuss this with Tanner Hellenbrand the 911 Coordinator. Jeremy updated the board on the K-9 unit. 
    
Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, met with the board to discuss the 2026 Ag values and her recommendation to stay at the 90.18% Ag values for 2026.  A motion was made to accept the recommendation in ag values from Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, for Bottineau County for 2026 by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
Emily presented the board with the Assessor Services Agreement with the City of Bottineau for assessing services for 1-year in the amount of $6,500.00.  A motion was made to approve the assessor agreement for 1-year in the amount of $6,500.00 with the City of Bottineau by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call unanimous.  Motion carried. 

10:00 am Public Comment-No one in attendance. 
 
The Gross Production Tax Distribution was discussed, and a motion was made to distribute the first $250,000.00 to the 2016 Certificate Fund, $425,000.00 to the County General Fund, $400,000.00 to the County Road Fund, $150,000 to the 911 Fund and $50,000.00 to the Courthouse Fund by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote Buynak yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried. 

Department Head Meeting – Chairman Tonneson gave an update on the commissioner meeting and the Department Heads gave an update on their office activities.  

[bookmark: _Hlk220395966]As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 10:49 a.m. by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.


________________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman


________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor
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BOTTINEAU COUNTY - 2025 Approved Amendments

Fiscal Year 2025 Budget

Expenditures

Fund

Number Budget

Actual 

Amount 

(Ending Exp 

balance)

(Under/Over 

Budget)

Accts 

Payable Amendment Budget

Explanation for 

Amendment

1000 General Fund $6,144,972.00 $6,045,747.14 -$99,224.86 $0.00 -$99,224.86 $6,045,747.14

Special Rev. Funds

2140County Rd & Brg 5,837,700.00       5,650,831.39     -$186,868.61 -                -$186,868.61 $5,650,831.39

2150Hwy Tax Dist. 1,921,494.00       1,886,354.48     -$35,139.52 -                -$35,139.52 $1,886,354.48

2210Social Services -                       -                     $0.00 -                $0.00 $0.00

2910Emergency 85,000.00            164,814.14        $79,814.14 -                $79,814.14 $164,814.14

 Utilized reserves to 

help with the paving of 

Lansford and Carbury 

2915911 371,833.00          335,739.01        -$36,093.99 -                -$36,093.99 $335,739.01

2920VSO 59,344.00            55,300.46          -$4,043.54 -                -$4,043.54 $55,300.46

2945Airport 58,644.06            52,160.76          -$6,483.30 -                -$6,483.30 $52,160.76

2950Library 257,672.00          227,572.94        -$30,099.06 -                -$30,099.06 $227,572.94

2955Library Bldg 5,000.00              3,633.35            -$1,366.65 -                -$1,366.65 $3,633.35

2960Extension 159,344.00          134,340.69        -$25,003.31 -                -$25,003.31 $134,340.69

2970Weed 296,250.00          230,513.44        -$65,736.56 -                -$65,736.56 $230,513.44

2975Hazardous Chem. 5,000.00              10,803.47          $5,803.47 $5,803.47 $10,803.47

 Grant reinbursement 

to cover over 

expenditures. 

2980Courthouse Bldg 85,000.00            154,601.52        $69,601.52 -                $69,601.52 $154,601.52

 Utilize reserve to 

update windows in 

Courhouse. 

29812016 Cert. Fund 480,000.00          384,000.00        -$96,000.00 -$96,000.00 $384,000.00

2985EDC 158,017.67          150,893.31        -$7,124.36 -$7,124.36 $150,893.31

2995Senior Citizens 134,835.82          134,563.43        -$272.39 -$272.39 $134,563.43

2996Zoning 1,000.00              920.44               -$79.56 -$79.56 $920.44

2997Document Pres. 20,000.00            14,835.74          -$5,164.26 -$5,164.26 $14,835.74

GRAND TOTAL $16,081,106.55$15,637,625.71 -$443,480.84 $0.00 -$443,480.84 $15,637,625.71


