BOTTINEAU COUNTY
 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
June 2, 2026
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson, Vice-Chairman Rod Hiatt, Commissioners, Andy Pederson, Lance Kjelshus, Nathaniel Buynak, and Auditor, Emily Deschamp. 

Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  

Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from May 5, 2026 by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Motion carried.  

Bills:

	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	53515
	AFLAC (5/29) 
	5,569.17
	53516
	AFLAC DENTAL 
	2,953.67

	53517
	Ann Monson Treasurer 
	2,234.16
	53518
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	945.12

	53519
	Messerli & Kramer, P.A. 
	1,170.71
	53520
	Minnesota Child Support 
	603.00

	53521
	ND Child Support Division 
	802.00
	53522
	ND Fraternal Order of Police 
	66.00

	53523
	New York Life Ins 
	54.64
	53524
	The Standard Life Ins Co 
	382.56

	53525
	UNUM Life Insurance Co 
	340.96
	53526
	Bank of North Dakota 
	32,000.00

	53527
	Cap First Equipment 
	123,000.00
	53528
	First National Bank & Trust 
	8,713.29

	53529
	Ottertail Power Company 
	8,430.49
	52530
	Renville County Auditor 
	3,575.82

	52531
	Turtle Mtn Communications 
	1,681.90
	EFT 
	IRS-FICA 
	65,102.94

	EFT 
	IRS- Federal Income Tax Withholding 
	36,959.67
	EFT 
	NDPHIT/BCBS-ND 
	153,024.32

	EFT 
	NDPHIT-Metlife 
	2,318.29
	EFT 
	ND State Income Tax 
	995.00

	53532
	Advanced Business Methods (6/5) 
	73.02
	53533
	Advanced Graphix, Inc. 
	392.50

	53534
	Auto Value Bottineau 
	233.50
	53535
	Balco Uniform Co Inc. 
	421.00

	53536
	Bottineau Plumbing & Heating 
	1,381.36
	53537
	Burke County Sheriff's Office 
	74.00

	53538
	Burleigh County Sheriff's Office 
	205.00
	53539
	Butler Machinery Co
	7,432.16

	53540
	Cass County Sheriff's Office 
	493.84
	53541
	Cenex Fleet Fueling 
	1,133.82

	53542
	Circle Sanitation, Inc. 
	337.50
	53543
	City of Antler 
	108.00

	53544
	City of Bottineau 
	675.10
	53545
	City of Maxbass 
	88.00

	53546
	City of Newburg 
	38.00
	53547
	City of Rugby 
	25,000.00

	53548
	Cole Papers Inc 
	591.37
	53549
	Courant 
	1,079.00

	53550
	Courant 
	197.60
	53551
	Creekside Bar & Grill 
	1,877.75

	53552
	Dakota Fence Company
	4,750.00
	53553
	Dakota Fire Extinguishers 
	307.67

	53554
	DMC Wear Parts
	44,892.75
	53555
	DRIVE Chevrolet 
	98.75

	53556
	DSM, Inc 
	240.00
	53557
	Election Systems & Software 
	9,984.22

	53558
	Envision Cooperative 
	87.57
	53559
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	778.06

	53560
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	19,602.19
	53561
	Fireside Office Solutions 
	254.27

	53562
	First National Bank & Trust 
	273.95
	53563
	Grand Forks County Sheriff's Office 
	70.00

	53564
	Information Technology Department 
	6,415.37
	53565
	JB Express 
	30.00

	53566
	Jordan Law Office 
	7,347.00
	53567
	Kinetic Leasing
	92,907.00

	53568
	Lawson Products Inc.
	654.04
	53569
	Linde Gas & Equipment 
	50.35

	53570
	Melonie Bowers 
	246.50
	53571
	Mistakes Wireless 
	877.64

	53572
	Minnkota 
	49.20
	53573
	Miranda Brandt 
	289.75

	53574
	Motorola Solutions, Inc. 
	1,551.00
	53575
	NDSBA
	200.00

	53576
	North Central Electric Coop.
	828.81
	53577
	North Dakota State University 
	100.00

	53578
	NXTEC USA 
	178.98
	53579
	O'Keeffe Oil 
	9,170.65

	53580
	OK Tire Store Minot 
	349.48
	53581
	Parkland USA Corp DBA Farstad Oil 
	1,690.53

	53582
	Pesticide Program 
	50.00
	53583
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	448.05

	53584
	Pro IT 
	6,075.00
	53585
	Quadient Finance 
	5,281.72

	53586
	Quadient Leasing 
	924.33
	53587
	Reliance Telephone 
	325.00

	53588
	Renville County Farmer 
	809.68
	53589
	Rice Signs LLC 
	1,421.24

	53590
	Running Supply Inc.
	1,038.92
	53591
	Sign Solutions USA 
	275.00

	53592
	SMP Health - St. Andrews 
	1,384.00
	53593
	Souris River Telephone 
	598.45

	53594
	State Treasurer
	646.58
	53595
	Storey Kenworthy
	812.54

	53596
	Stryker Sales, LLC 
	457.50
	53597
	Subway of Bottineau 
	348.00

	53598
	Swanston Equipment 
	2,581.55
	53599
	TBA Supply 
	139.95

	53600
	TNT Towing & Recovery 
	910.00
	53601
	True North Steel
	69,844.72

	53602
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	229.06
	53603
	Tyler Technologies 
	600.00

	53604
	United Laboratories 
	399.84
	53605
	Verizon Wireless 
	40.02

	53606
	Western Agency 
	528.00
	53607
	Wold Engineering 
	70,000.00

	53608
	Wold Engineering 
	13,118.41
	53609
	Wold Engineering 
	10,000.00

	53610
	Wold Engineering 
	19,662.50
	EFT 
	Creative Planning Services (6/15)
	856.98

	EFT 
	Pro IT 
	15,074.95
	EFT 
	Verizon Wireless 
	2,149.89

	EFT 
	JP Morgan Chase 
	17,883.12
	53624
	Country Living 
	14.97

	53625
	Courant 
	536.50
	53626
	Keller Briteway 
	90.00

	53628
	Micro Marketing LLC 
	438.31
	53629
	Midwest Tape 
	404.08

	53630
	Minot Daily News 
	286.00
	
	Payroll (6/30)
	362937.27

	
	Total
	1,306,654.09
	
	
	




The June bills were reviewed and a motion was made to pay the June bills by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

New Business:

Emily updated the board on the Garrison Diversion grant that the county had submitted for updates to Hoffas park to include new fencing, benches and playground equipment.  Emily will reach out to the land owner to the north of the park and see if they would be willing to assist with the cost in replacing the fence.      
Emily presented the board with gaming site authorizations for the Westhope Senior Citizens.  A motion was made to approve the gaming site authorizations for the Westhope Senior Citizens by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

Discussion was held about the 2027 budget.  It was the consensus of the board to have department heads meet with the board to discuss their 2027 budgets starting at 1:00pm at the July 7, 2026 meeting.  
Emily notified the board of the WSI discount that Bottineau County received for 2025 in the amount of $ 24,757.56.
Emily presented the board with a Special Event Permit for 11th Frame Bar & Grill to transfer their alcohol license to Thunder Mountain Speedway.  A motion was made to approve the special event permit for 11th Frame Bar & Grill by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 

Emily notified the board of the 2026 North Dakota Association of Counties Annual Conference to be held October 11-13, 2026 in Bismarck.

Emily presented the board with the service agreement with Johnson Controls for the fire alarm for August of 2026 to July of 2027.  A motion was made to approve the 2026-2027 contract for the fire alarm system in the amount of $4,362.26 by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the County projects:

· Project SC-0500 (022)-Gardena Road Paving-Kent updated the board on the project, they intend to start the beginning of August.

· Project FXTA-0005(071)-Pickering Township Cement Stabilization-Kent informed the board that there is no schedule for construction start date at this time.  

· CP-0005(026)-County Wide Chip Seals-Kent updated the board and there is no start date set for these projects.

· SRF-005(073)-Paving of Birchwood and Dockside Spur Roads at Lake Metigoshe-Kent updated the board and Mayo Construction will begin the project the first part of August. 

· Project BRJ-0005(062)-RBC South-East of Maxbass-Structure Removal & Replacement-Seth updated the board that this project was bid on Friday, May 8th through the Department of Transportation.  The low bid went to Wagner Construction in the amount of $917,826.75.  The board was presented a Resolution to be signed from the Department of Transportation.  A motion was made to sign the Resolution from the Department of Transportation by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote Hiatt yes, Pederson yes, Buynak yes, Kjelshus yes, Tonneson yes.   Motion carried.  

· BBRJ-0005(061)-Renville Box Culvert-Farden has completed this project.  The state inspected it and the bridge is open; the county received an extra year of warranty on the box culvert. 

Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities. Discussion was held about the county purchasing a brush mower, Ritch will look into the cost of the equipment.      

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an update on the Sheriff’s Department.  Jeremy updated the board on a part-time hire and interviews that have taken place.  Discussion was held about the Sheriff’s Department signing a 5 or 10-year contract with Axon for tasers, body cameras, and in vehicle cameras, the board will revisit at the July budget meeting.         
Department Head meeting – Chairman Tonneson gave an update on the Commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activity.   

10:00 am – A motion was made to open the County Equalization meeting by Pederson, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, provided a synopsis of her findings for 2026 for residential, agricultural, and commercial values.  Discussion was held about the applicants that did not turn in their 2026 Farm Residence Credit.  A motion was made to have any applicant that did not turn in the application and income for 2026 Farm Residence Exception to apply for an abatement by Buynak, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  A motion was made to accept the 2026 findings from the Tax Director by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, met with the board to discuss the District 1 and District 4 Planning and Zoning Board appointment.  A motion was made to appoint Tyler Neubauer from District 1 and Nikole Soli from District 4 per the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning board by Hiatt, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 

10:45 am-Public Comment-Lori Selfors-addressed the signage that is missing from the bike trail at Lake Metigoshe.  

Mike McIntee, Lake Metigoshe resident, met with the board to voice his concerns about the reduction in the speed limit from Highway 43 to the State Park at lake Metigoshe.  He presented petitions to the board on the reduction to the speed limit change that was made at the May 5, 2026 meeting.  He also discussed the usage of golf carts at Lake Metigoshe and the lack of presence of law enforcement at Lake Metigoshe.

Loren Johnson, Lake Metigoshe Resident, met with the board to discuss the raising the speed limit around Lake Metigoshe from Memorial Day to Labor Day and adding a boat dock landing to the south side of the narrows.        

Tim Chapman, International Peace Gardens, did not attend the meeting.

Emily presented the agreement between Bottineau County and Renville County for dispatch services.  The board has not heard back from Tanner, 911 coordinator, as to if Renville County has approved the agreement, the board will table signing the agreement until the July meeting.

Emily presented the board with gaming site authorization for the Dockside Lounge LLC.  A motion was made to approve the gaming site authorization for the Dockside Lounge LLC by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  
  
As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 12:37pm by Hiatt, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.

_______________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman


________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor

