BOTTINEAU COUNTY
 COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
September 1, 2026
7:30 a.m.

The Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson; Vice-Chairman, Rod Hiatt; Commissioners, Lance Kjelshus, Nathaniel Buynak, Andy Pederson; and Auditor, Emily Deschamp.  

Old Business:
Agenda – A motion was made to approve the agenda by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Motion carried.  

Minutes – A motion was made to approve the minutes from August 4, 2026 and August 12, 2026 by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – The monthly reports were reviewed, and a motion was made to approve the consent agendas by Pederson, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.  

Bills:

	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	53966
	AFLAC   (8/28)
	5,871.37
	53967
	AFLAC DENTAL 
	3,118.40

	53968
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	945.12
	53969
	Messerli & Kramer, P.A.  
	1,170.71

	53970
	Minnesota Child Support 
	603.00
	53971
	ND Child Support Division 
	802.00

	53972
	ND Fraternal Order of Police 
	33.00
	53973
	New York Life Insurance 
	54.64

	53974
	The Standard Life Ins Co 
	382.56
	53975
	UNUM Life Insurance Co 
	350.84

	53976
	Agco Finance 
	1,872.80
	53977
	North Central Electric Coop.
	1,293.06

	53978
	Otter Tail Power Co 
	6,323.25
	53979
	Renville County Auditor 
	3,575.82

	53980
	Turtle Mountain Communications 
	1,970.15
	EFT 
	Ameriflex 
	2,234.16

	EFT 
	IRS-FICA 
	70,871.54
	EFT 
	IRS - Federal Income Tax Witholding 
	41,716.88

	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	70,946.62
	EFT 
	NDPERS 
	2,410.00

	EFT 
	NDPHIT/BCBS-ND 
	162,452.93
	EFT 
	NDPHIT/MetLife 
	2,671.17

	EFT 
	ND State Income Tax 
	1,076.00
	53981
	Advanced Business Methods  (9/4)
	787.79

	53982
	Agco Finance 
	17,068.97
	53983
	All Season's Water Users District 
	85.85

	53984
	Applied Concepts, Inc. 
	165.00
	53985
	Ashley Pedie 
	603.48

	53986
	Balco Uniform Co Inc. 
	999.40
	53987
	Bottineau Clinic Pharmacy 
	288.88

	53988
	Bottineau Lumber 
	201.44
	53989
	Butler Machinery 
	8,072.26

	53990
	Cap First Equipment Finance 
	96,193.38
	53991
	Cap First Equipment Finance 
	165,000.00

	53992
	Carl Lee
	121.98
	53993
	Circle Sanitation, Inc. 
	337.50

	53994
	City of Bottineau 
	839.64
	53995
	City of Maxbass 
	88.00

	53996
	Cole Papers 
	797.61
	53997
	Comp Cam 
	912.00

	53998
	Courant 
	356.53
	53999
	Courant 
	332.28

	54000
	Creekside Bar & Grill 
	1,644.30
	54001
	Dakota Agronomy Partners 
	380.00

	54002
	DMC Wear Parts
	929.23
	54003
	Donald Wolfe 
	1,435.00

	54004
	Drive Chevrolet 
	406.07
	54005
	Emily Deschamp 
	573.96

	54006
	Farden Construction 
	31,505.50
	54007
	Farden Construction 
	26,568.00

	54008
	Farden Construction 
	11,182.00
	54009
	Farmers Union Oil WC 
	4,713.96

	54010
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	329.53
	54011
	Farmers Union Oil WSB
	25,799.19

	54012
	Fireside Office Solutions 
	89.31
	54013
	Industrial Builders 
	7,000.00

	54014
	Information Technology Department 
	6,423.22
	54015
	JB Express 
	325.00

	54016
	Johnson Controls Building Solutions 
	1,769.60
	54017
	Jordan Law Office 
	4,736.00

	54018
	Klingbeil's Body & Glass 
	2,895.28
	54019
	LaQuinta Inn & Suites 
	110.00

	54020
	Laurie Lord 
	121.60
	54021
	Lawson Products Inc.
	408.59

	54022
	LeMay Trucking Inc.
	1,007.50
	54023
	Linde Gas & Equipment 
	216.72

	54024
	Mayo Construction 
	397,965.99
	54025
	Melonie Bowers 
	429.40

	54027
	Midcontinent Communications 
	195.83
	54028
	Mikkelsen Aggregates 
	34,078.06

	54029
	Minnkota 
	50.40
	54030
	Motl Auto Sales & Service 
	1,127.91

	54031
	ND Association of Counties 
	248.80
	54032
	NDDOT 
	17,023.06

	54033
	Nutrien Ag Solutions 
	18,577.00
	54034
	O'Keefe Oil 
	8,019.48

	54035
	Office of the State Auditor 
	345.39
	54036
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	881.76

	54037
	Pro IT 
	6,129.60
	54038
	Quadient Finance USA 
	2,500.00

	54039
	Quadient Leasing 
	924.33
	54040
	Rice Signs LLC 
	436.70

	54041
	Running Supply Inc. 
	2,040.62
	54042
	Sawmill Lumber & Hardware 
	69.19

	54043
	Soltis Sportswear
	978.40
	54044
	Soltis Sportswear
	1,234.66

	54045
	Source One Supply 
	168.22
	54046
	Souris River Telephone 
	540.89

	54047
	Spearfish Oilfield Supply 
	152.30
	54048
	State Treasurer
	245.39

	54049
	Swanston Equipment 
	4,000.00
	54050
	Tanya Wieler 
	2,500.00

	54051
	Taylor Print Impressions 
	1,170.00
	54052
	TNT Towing 
	1,041.00

	54053
	Traill County 911
	2,215.35
	54054
	True North Steel 
	31,718.00

	54055
	Tyler Technologies 
	960.00
	54056
	Tyler Technologies 
	12,547.43

	54057
	Tyler Technologies 
	38,580.59
	54058
	VDO Communications 
	539.95

	54059
	Verizon Wireless 
	40.02
	54060
	Western Asphalt
	27,937.80

	54061
	Wold Engineering 
	116,912.17
	54071
	North Central Electric Coop. (9/9)
	987.30

	54078
	Cenex Fleet Fueling (9/15)
	1,160.40
	54079
	Consumer Reports 
	39.00

	VOID 54080
	Michael Vandal 
	270.28
	54081
	Midwest Tape 
	176.93

	54082
	Online Dakota Info Network 
	119.88
	54082
	Micromarketing LLC 
	270.28

	EFT 
	Ameriflex 
	2,234.16
	EFT 
	Creative Planning Services 
	938.42

	EFT 
	Verizon Wireless 
	2,051.60
	EFT 
	JP Morgan Chase 
	18,057.10

	
	Payroll
	  382,799.58 
	
	Total
	  1,950,198.19 

	
	
	
	
	
	




The September bills were reviewed and a motion was made to pay the September bills by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

New Business:

Alison Ritter, Executive Director of Western Dakota Energy Association, met with the board to thank them for being members and update them on the association.

Discussion was held about the speed limit at Lake Metigoshe.  The following residents of Lake Metigoshe were present: Loren Johnson, Darol Bonebrake, Luke Artz, and Lori Selfors. Discussion was held about either making a seasonal speed limit at Lake Metigoshe or changing the speed limit to 40 miles per hour for the 1-mile stretch from 107th Street to Highway 43.  A motion was made to have the first mile from Highway 43 to 107th Street be at 40 miles per hour, contingent on the cross walk being placed at GoShe Mini Golf by Tonneson, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote: Kjelshus no, Buynak yes, Pederson yes, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.

Kent Indvik and Seth Demontigny, Wold Engineering, gave an update on the County projects:

· Project SC-0500 (022)-Gardena Road Paving—Kent updated the board on the project. The project has been completed.

· SRF-0005(073)-Paving of Birchwood and Dockside Spur Roads at Lake Metigoshe—Kent updated the board on the project and presented a Contractor’s Estimate in the amount of $397,965.99, less retainage and permanent stripping. A motion was made to pay the contractor’s estimate from Mayo Construction in the amount of $397,965.99 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote: Tonneson yes, Hiatt yes, Pederson yes, Kjelshus yes, and Buynak yes.  Motion carried.  

· Project BRJ-0005(062)-RBC South-East of Maxbass-Structure Removal & Replacement—Seth updated the board on the project. Wagner Construction is set to begin this project the first week of October. Wold and Wagner will be having a pre-construction job in the next couple of weeks.  

· Highway 51—Kent updated the board on patching and 2 areas of overlay will be completed this week.      

Ritchie Gimbel, Road Superintendent, met with the board to discuss the road department activities. Ritch discussed the highway south of Souris which Industrial Builders milled some areas on. Ritch updated the board on the Highway 43 to Highland Road bike trail. This trail was 100% funded with federal dollars. Ritch discussed road right-of-way and encroachments with the board and stated that he needs to have the board’s support on enforcing these. When these are not followed, it could affect the county’s federal funding.  Discussion was held about Ketterling’s Junkyard.  Commissioner Buynak discussed updating the fine fee schedule for the road department.  

Jeremy Tofteland, Bottineau County Sheriff, gave an update on the Sheriff’s Department.  Jeremy discussed the calls for service report for Lake Metigoshe that was emailed to the board.  He discussed being short three deputies throughout the summer months and this is one of the factors leading to less policing at Lake Metigoshe.  Jeremy notified the board that the camera to be placed at the Narrows at Lake Metigoshe by the Border Patrol had not been put up. Discussion was held about excess property and it was the consensus of the board to move forward with a sale of the county’s excess property.    

9:45 a.m. - Public Comment – Chad Keller with Ellingson met with the board in regards to a $2,750.00 fine that was given to Ellingson for illegal road encroachment in the county right-of-way. A motion was made to reduce the fine given to Ellingson from $2,750.00 to $500.00 by Tonneson, second by Hiatt. Roll call vote: Buynak no, Kjelshus yes, Pederson no, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.  

Department Head meeting – Chairman Tonneson gave an update on the commissioner meeting and the department heads gave an update on their office activity.     

Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, presented the board with a variance that was submitted to the Planning and Zoning Board for Pat Artz in Peabody Township.  A motion was made to approve the variance for Pat Artz in Peabody Township per the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Board by Tonneson, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

Ashley Pedie met with the board to discuss the abatements that were received from Lansford and Richburg Townships.  The abatement was submitted due to the tax payer failing to have the Farm Residence Credit exemption in before the deadline and therefore the tax payer requested an abatement for the 2026 tax year.  A motion was made to reject the Adams and Grann abatements due to not meeting the March 31st or May 15th deadlines by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.    

Emily presented an Inspector Appointment Resolution to the board for the 2026 general election.  A motion was made to approve the Inspector Appointment Resolution for the 2026 general election by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 
  
Emily presented the board with a Special Event Permit for The Cove to transfer their alcohol license to the Allard farm and a Special Event Permit for A Frame Bar and Grill to transfer their alcohol license to Annie’s House.  A motion was made to approve the special event permits for The Cove and A Frame Bar and Grill by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried. 

Emily presented the board with a raffle permit from the Antler Outlaws.  A motion was made to approve the raffle permit for the Antler Outlaws by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.  

Emily presented the board with the final estimate from the Department of Transportation for the 19.07% retainage fee for the Kramer Bridge in the amount of $17,023.06.  A motion was made to pay the Department of Transportation in the amount of $17,023.06 by Kjelshus, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote: Kjelshus yes, Buynak yes, Pederson yes, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.  

10:40 a.m. – Commissioner Tonneson addressed Veteran Service Officer, Heather Thompson, regarding a department update.  She notified the board she will be in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.       

Brianna Blue, Northern Prairie Human Service Zone Director, met with the board to go over the zone’s 2027 budget. The salaries for 2026-2027 will remain on the 3% increase.  Any salary changes for the zone will take place after the 2027 legislative session. 

Seymour Jordan, States Attorney, met with the board to update them on his office activities.  Discussion was held about a letter received from Dakota Law Group in regards to property in Roland Township.  It was the consensus of the board to not move forward with the letter.  

Jim Bondly, Lake Metigoshe resident, met with the board in regards to an unpermitted road encroachment in Roland Township.  Also, present was Road Supervisor, Ritch Gimbel. Mr. Bondly presented the board with pictures of his driveway.  Discussion was held about the 15-foot setback for new construction per Department of Transportation guidelines.  A motion was made to assess a $1,500.00 fine for encroachment into the road right-of-way by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote Tonneson yes, Hiatt yes, Pederson yes, Kjelshus yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.                 

Discussion was held about the 2027 budget.  It was the consensus of the board to make an offer on the Ketterling Junkyard Property.    

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 1:37 p.m. by Hiatt, second by Buynak.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.


_____________________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman
_____________________
Emily Deschamp, County Auditor

