BOTTINEAU COUNTY
COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
December 17, 2025
9:00 a.m.

The Special Commissioner Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Tonneson.  A meeting of the Board of Bottineau County Commissioners was held in the Commissioner Room at the Courthouse with the following members present: Chairman, Ben Tonneson, Vice-Chairman, Rod Hiatt, Commissioners, Andy Pederson, Nathaniel Buynak, Lance Kjelshus, and Auditor, Emily Deschamp. 
Agenda –   A motion was made to approve the agenda with the addition of North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund quotes for 2026, Clerk of Court Grant by Hiatt, second by Buynak. Motion carried. 
Bills:
	Check #
	Name
	Amount
	Check #
	Name
	Amount

	52825
	A1 Evans Septic Service 
	225.00
	52826
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	10.00

	52827
	B & M laundry Service
	331.40
	52828
	Balco Uniform Co. Inc
	462.00

	52829
	Border Ag & Energy
	255.04
	52830
	Bottineau Sedation Dentistry
	926.00

	52831
	Bottineau Sedation Dentistry
	536.00
	52832
	Charm-Tex, Inc
	154.80

	52833
	Circle Sanitation Inc 
	70.50
	52834
	City of Maxbass 
	88.00

	52835
	Creekside Bar & Grill 
	1,248.75
	52836
	DMC Wear Parts LLC
	57,363.65

	52837
	Electronic Communications 
	48,725.00
	52838
	Fireside Office Solutions
	77.03

	52839
	Jeff's Repair 
	138.50
	52840
	Jordan Law Office 
	8,360.00

	52841
	Kittleson Truck Repair
	103.00
	52842
	Lance Kjelshus 
	336.00

	52843
	Lawson Products Inc.
	2,111.82
	52844
	Midcontinent Comm. 
	153.55

	52845
	Mikkelsen Aggregates
	23,645.40
	52846
	ND County Commissioners Assoc.
	50.00

	52847
	ND Sheriffs & Deputy Assoc.
	125.00
	52848
	OK Tire Service 
	2,303.68

	52849
	Pomp's Tire Service 
	3,306.76
	52850
	Pye Barker 
	979.00

	52851
	Quadient Finance USA
	2,500.00
	52852
	Quadient Finance USA
	2,500.00

	52853
	Reliance Telephone 
	210.00
	52854
	Reliance Telephone 
	150.00

	52855
	Reliance Telephone 
	245.00
	52856
	Scott's MFG
	120.00

	52857
	Shannon Goodwin
	39.36
	52858
	SMP Health - St Andrews
	1,116.80

	52859
	Taylor Print Impressions 
	3,661.49
	52860
	Ther Radar Shop
	942.00

	52861
	TNT Towing 
	1,220.00
	52862
	Turnkey Corrections 
	49.24

	52863
	Turtle Mountain Comm.
	229.62
	52864
	Tyler Technologies 
	2,065.00

	52865
	Ward County Auditor 
	1,925.00
	EFT 
	IRS-FICA
	70,173.78

	EFT 
	IRS - Federal Income Tax
	43,984.75
	EFT 
	NDPHIT
	145,202.65

	EFT
	NDPHIT
	2,175.04
	EFT
	ND State Income Tax 
	1,568.00

	52866
	AFLAC 
	4,234.51
	52867
	AFLAC DENTAL
	2,964.95

	52868
	Ann Monson, Co Treasurer
	2,035.83
	52869
	Colonial Life & Accident 
	823.34

	52870
	Minnesota Child Support Payment
	603.00
	52872
	ND Fraternal Order of Police
	66.00

	52873
	New York Life Insurance
	54.64
	52874
	The Standard Life Ins Co.
	429.20

	52875
	UNUM Life Ins
	336.80
	52876
	Bank of ND
	10,000.00

	52877
	Bank of ND 
	32,000.00
	52878
	Luke Sampson 
	1,100.00

	52879
	Ottertail Power Co
	7,323.23
	52880
	Renville County Auditor 
	1,986.28

	52881
	Souris River Telephone 
	594.48
	52882
	Turtle Mountain Comm.
	1,798.99

	52883
	Western Agency 
	133,379.00
	
	Payroll
	361,262.37

	
	Total
	993,156.23
	
	
	



The December end of the year bills were reviewed and a motion was made to pay the bills by Pederson, second by Buynak.  Motion carried.
Ritch Gimbel, Road Supervisor, updated the board on the icy roads.  Ritch updated the board on the data that has been received from the radar signs that have been placed at Lake Metigoshe and on the Townline.  Ritch discussed with the board, Lordsburg Township and the snow removal and blading within this township.  Ritch updated the board on the aluminum box culvert located south of Renville corner; he notified the board that he has asked for an extended warranty on the box culvert from Contech.  A motion was made to have our state’s attorney and road supervisor write a letter and distribute it to the state, Contech, Wold Engineering and Farden Construction in regards to the project by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried.     
Tyler Berbue, Butler Machinery, met with the board and updated the board on the distribution of our 2026 motor graders.  
Perry Schoenborn, City of Bottineau Mayor, and Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, met with the board to discuss the city contracting with the county for assessing.  A motion was made to have our State’s Attorney draft a contract with the City of Bottineau with an annual amount of $6,500 for assessing by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried.   
Ashley Pedie, Tax Director, met with the board to discuss a service contract agreement adding the exception module with Vanguard Appraisals.  A motion was made to accept the contract in the amount of $2,125 for the first year and $400 in the preceding years by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote Buynak yes, Kjelshus yes, Pederson yes, Hiatt yes, Tonneson yes.  Motion carried.   
Jeremy Tofteland, Sheriff, met with the board to discuss office activity.  He updated the board on positions within the jail.  Jeremy discussed the Back the Blue grant dispersal in the amount of $13,840 which will be given to employees in payments to be given in January of 2026 and January of 2027.  A motion was made to accept and sign the Resolution for the Back the Blue Grant for 2026 and 2027 by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Roll call vote unanimous. Motion carried.    
Tammy Knutson, Clerk of Court, presented the board with an application for the Court Facilities Improvement Grant Funds.  A motion was made to approve the grant for Clerk of Court in the amount of $3,269.24 by Buynak, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.
Commissioner Buynak, and Brandon Burbidge discussed the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements grant that Border Ag is applying for with construction planned for 2026 with the county being the sponsor of the grant.  Also present via phone were Brian Hinrichs and Lee Martinez with Vansickle and Associate Engineering were present on the phone.  A motion was made for Bottineau County to move forward as the primary sponsor on the CRISI grant by Buynak, second by Kjelshus.  Roll call vote Tonneson no, Hiatt yes, Pederson no, Kjelshus yes, Buynak yes.  Motion carried.     

The North Dakoata Insurance Reserve Fund and Western Agency have submitted quotes for the 2026 general liability and business auto renewals for Bottineau County with a $5,000,000.00 liability.  A motion was made to accept the 2026 rates with a $5,000,000.00 liability limit by Kjelshus, second by Pederson.  Roll call vote unanimous.  Motion carried.   

As there was no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 12:10p.m. by Kjelshus, second by Hiatt.  Motion carried.

________________
Benjamin Tonneson, Chairman
________________
Emily Deschamp, Auditor

